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 Hello and welcome to Literature and World of the Hebrew Bible.  My name is 

John Strong.  And today — this is session 10 in our telecourse and today we’re going 

to be talking about archaeology.  We’re gonna divide this into a couple of different 

lessons.  The first one we’re gonna talk about archaeology and archaeological method, 

and then the second one we’re gonna talk about pottery dating because that’s a big part 

of archaeological method.  I’m gonna give you a picture, a brief little synopsis of the 

evolution of oil lamps and how that is just one part of pottery dating for archaeologists. 

 We have a special treat today.  We’re going to be transporting ourselves over to 

Israel and be in a conversation with Dr. Gabriel Barkai, a very well known, very 

interesting archaeologist, Israeli archaeologist.  He teaches at both Bar-Ilan University 

as well as Jerusalem University College.  He also trains a lot of the tour guides and 

does a lot of other sorts of interesting things.  Sometimes I think of Dr. Barkai as 

someone who basically has probably taught Israel and a lot of westerners, a lot of 

tourists, about the history of Israel and has had a wide influence that way. 

 We’re gonna be at a location called Lachish and I think that it would be 

worthwhile pulling up a picture, a scanned image of a map, and show you where 

Lachish is.  We’re gonna be talking about the importance of Lachish here in just a little 

bit, but to summarize Lachish was the second most important city in all of Judah.  It sat 

in the Shephelah.  It was an important city in terms of being the breadbasket, guarding 

and protecting and being the chief city and the breadbasket for Judah. 

 First, let’s talk a little bit about archaeology and let’s define it for just a minute.  A 

quick, brief definition for archaeology is the exploration of the past through the 
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examination of the remaining material products of human activity.  Perhaps I should 

even insert the word, a systematic, an orderly examination, a controlled examination of 

material products of human activity, human culture.  Because it is really the control of 

the data that is of critical importance in archaeology.  Archaeologists will examine this 

material, interpret it, and draw pictures of a city of culture, of a time of Israel’s history, 

and that interpretation will come into debate and be discussed.  But it’s the control of 

the data that allows everyone to go back and say they found this there in this stratum, 

and then they too can check the interpretations of the archaeologists. 

 Some basics that I want you to be aware of.  Just a little bit of vocabulary.  One 

important term is the word tell and a tell is an artificial mound that has been created 

over time through successive occupations.  And so if there was a site that for whatever 

reason people found to be favorable to occupation -- that civilization lived, they died, 

they faded away — new people more than likely would also find that to be equally 

favorable to human existence.  And so they would move on top and they would build 

their city, and maybe their city would be destroyed or fade, go away, whatever, and then 

there’d be another occupation, each one building on top of the other.  With each 

successive occupation, the mound and that tell grows.  So it’s an artificial mound that is 

created through successive occupation. 

 I want you to be aware that archaeologists work with a grid system.  And by grid 

system, they will take an area that they want to examine and they will divide it into a grid 

of five meter by five meter squares.  They may not excavate that entire grid.  They 

may only excavate only select squares out of that grid, but that is how they work.  This 
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is a part of the way — important part of the way that they control the data and they 

control the information and allow people to go back and check their interpretation. 

 Baulk.  A baulk is an important term to understand.  An archaeologist is — they 

will lay out the grid in five meter by five meter squares, but they will only dig a half 

meter.  They will dig up to a half meter of that line so that they create a wall or a 

walkway — not quite the right image I want to portray there, but a wall between each of 

these squares that they’re excavating.  That allows them a vertical check.  They can 

look at the wall of that and they call these walls that go between the squares baulks.  

They can look at that baulk and they can see what kind of strata is there, the direction of 

the dirt, maybe they cut through a floor, maybe they can see a stone wall that they’ve 

gone through, things like that. 

 I want you to be familiar with the term strata.  A strata or a stratum, strata plural, 

are the various layers indicating occupation.  And so strata, one on top of the other, will 

be different occupations. 

 The term loci is plural for locus, and a locus is a specific location that identifies a 

place or a part of the square where perhaps a piece of material culture has been found.  

If an arrowhead is dug up by an archaeologist or a sling-stone or a pot, or something, 

they’re going to want to know what is the locus where that was found.  And so the dirt 

or the — if there’s a shift in dirt or a particular place or a pit that was found, there’s 

something that will be a locus. 

 You should be aware of, in regard to dating, a couple of different concepts.  

There’s relative dating, on the one hand, and relative dating comes about and is 
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understood — you should understand it in terms of if there is a layer underneath or a 

stratum underneath another stratum, then the one on top is a later occupation more 

recent in time and the one underneath is older.  And so archaeologists talk about 

stratum one — that’d be the first one they’d come to — stratum two, stratum three, 

stratum four, etc., and stratum four is going to be an older stratum, earlier in history, but 

much more distant in time from the archaeologists than, let’s say, stratum one or 

stratum two.  So it’s a relative dating. 

 An absolute date, though, comes about when you — when an archaeologist is 

able to say, for whatever reason, that stratum was the second half of the 8th century 

B.C.E. or what have you.  They can put a specific, absolute date to that stratum.  

They’re not talking relative to another stratum.  They’re saying that stratum is — or that 

locus is that date.  And they do that oftentimes through potteries, maybe through 

carbon 14 dating.  If they find an ostracod or something that’s written on it, that can be 

helpful, but these are some of the broad concepts, general concepts I want you to be 

aware of. 

 All right.  Let’s start with our interview of Dr. Barkai.  He’s going to provide an 

overview of archaeology.  Again, he’s gonna go through a lot of these same concepts 

that I just went through and talk about them.  He’s much more eloquent than I am so 

get out your pen and paper and make sure you take good notes.  Look at what he says 

and take notes on what he says about tell, what he says about sections, what he says 

about stratigraphy, what he says about squares, what he says about baulks, and what 

he says about loci or locus.  These words will pop up on your screen as this little film 
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clip rolls. 

DR. BARKAI (in bold typeface) 

 A tell is an artificial mound made of superimposed layers of human 

occupation, one on top of the other.  People came back once and again to the 

same spot because of the unchanging, natural given conditions of that site which 

answered their needs.  The needs were economic needs, were protection needs.  

There were spiritual needs.  There were all kinds of needs.  And if a certain 

place answered those needs, those basic conditions never changed and people 

came back once and again to the same spot.  In the case of Jerusalem, it is built 

on the same spot for the last 6,000 years and always built one layer on top of the 

other. 

 Now, in order to understand this very complex structure of the tell, we have 

the observations of Sir Matthew William Flinders Petrie who in the year 1890 

discovered the fact that the tell is an artificial mound made up of layers, one upon 

the other.  So just let us imagine that it is a kind of a multi-tiered wedding cake 

with different layers of chocolate and cream and cake and cherries, and all kinds 

of things.  I’m very hungry.  In any case, let us imagine that cake.  You don’t 

have to eat the entire cake in order to have an idea about its structure.  You need 

to have one slice of it.  And it is true that you possibly may miss the cherry.  But 

the general structure of the cake and the layers of the cake are very clearly visible 

through one single slice. 

 So in tells we have sections.  This is a section cut here on the side of the 
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tell in order to find the super position of different layers, something that we call 

stratigraphy.  Stratigraphy is the — it comes from stratum, layer in Latin, and 

that is trying to recover or uncover the core relations between soil and walls, 

between artifacts and soil and walls, to see what is above what, what is next to 

what, what is beneath what, etc. 

 Now, this is the trench which was excavated.  Another system on the 

trench was also dug with the same method, but another method is the method of 

squares.  The squares follow a grid system which appears also on the paper.  

So we can locate every item found in the dig via these squares and put it on the 

proper place on the map.  More than that, the squares are of 5 by 5 meters out of 

which 4 by 4 meters are excavated, so half a meter is left at the edge of each 

square.  So in-between two squares there is a 1 meter catwalk which we call a 

baulk.  Those earthen baulks, they enable us to have the vertical dimension.  

That is to say, if by any chance we missed a beaten earth floor and we dug 

through it, it will still appear in the sections, in the baulks.  So the baulks help 

us.  They control the vertical control.  They help us also locate the different 

objects.  Because from the corners of the squares, from the corners of the 

baulks, we can measure both elevations.  It gives us a three-dimensional 

location of everyone on the artifacts.  So instead of saying this object was found 

when the redhead girl was chattering yesterday, we say it was found in square 

A10 or something like that. 

 Within the squares there is a system that we call loci.  Locus is place in 
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Latin.  Whenever we find in the square a wall, both sides of that wall will be 

different loci.  If we find a floor, the material above the floor and beneath the floor 

and the matrix of the floor, they will be three different loci.  And so this enables 

us more precision. 

 In this section, I think — I want you to take a look at what an archaeologist can 

learn just from looking at the tell, at that artificial mound.  Just by looking at the general 

contours of the mound.  Lachish was a significant — is a significant tell.  It’s a huge 

mound.  It’s stunning when you drive up to it.  It’s interesting just to sit there and listen 

to Dr. Barkai and what he can learn and observe just from sitting from a distance and 

looking at that tell.  So take a look at this next clip and look at how he brings in, for 

example, some extra biblical material and data, specifically bas reliefs from the Ninevah 

palace of Sennacherib and how he brings that to bear on examining this tell from a 

distance.  Look at how he observes the walls and the palace platform on the top, and 

what he can learn about the kind of fortification structures that are there. 

 Notice he talks about the burial caves and notice he talks about the city gates.  

And notice he can even identify and look over at the Assyrian siege ramp and say it 

looks like it’s been added on.  These are all things that I want you to be aware of and 

attuned to as Dr. Barkai looks from a distance and just examines the tell of Lachish. 

DR. BARKAI 

 Two words.  The end of the 8th century B.C. when the Assyrian armies of 

Sennacherib came here, the area around the tell was covered with orchards.  

That is depicted in the Assyrian relief showing olive trees, fig trees, vineyards, 
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etc.  Now, the relief shows also a double fortification system, a lower retaining 

wall which was meant to keep the siege engines away from the main fortification.  

We can see it in the mid slope.  You can see some lines of walls are very well 

visible from here.  At the top of the slope, at the meeting point of the slope with 

the upper platform, there was another very thick wall made of bricks, 6 meters in 

thickness, upon stone foundations and above it there was a third story of the city 

that is the palace fort.  We can see the western wall of the palace fort on top of 

the tell from here and above it just imagine there was a palace fort in its full glory. 

 At the left-hand side’s corner of the tell where today we have the remnants 

of the British chute which was used by the British to remove the debris from their 

excavations.  In that area there were five buttresses protecting the corner.  At 

the bottom, down here, just at the edge of the vineyard and next to the walnut 

trees over there, there were some entrances to burial caves of that period.  Some 

of the Lachishites were buried here.  This is one of the burial grounds of the 

ancient Lachishites.   

 So from here one could see also the complex of the city gate over there.  

You can see the large angular bastion projecting from the fortification, forming a 

kind of a wide terrace, and you can see also the support of the road that goes up 

to the gate behind which we can observe from here the kind of artificial addition 

to the slope on the right-hand side, on the right edge.  This is how the Assyrian 

siege ran upon which they pushed up the siege engines to encounter the walls of 

the city. 
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 Okay.  To help illustrate what archaeology can accomplish for our understanding 

of Israel’s history in the background, the backdrop, for the biblical stories and the biblical 

text.  I want us to take a closer look at the palace at Lachish.  And really what’s left of 

it is just a podium that really consists of three different podia, or podiums — plural, and 

they refer to these podia as podium A, B, and C, and they represent successive 

constructions of the place there, the royal palace, there at Lachish. 

 In this next clip we take a few minutes and Dr. Barkai talks about Lachish, and he 

talks about the palace there.  And notice a few things and take some notes, but I want 

to alert you to what he has to say about the acropolis.  What he has to say about the 

courtyard for training horses in chariotry and the horse stables that are there in the area.  

Notice what he says about the importance of this palace and how significant it was. 

 And then also notice the vantage that this palace would give the royalty that 

would come there and stay there, and the administrators that were there.  He says they 

can see all of Judah perhaps from the vantage point of this palace.  We’re on top of the 

palace podium, this palace area, and give us a thumbnail history of this area in Lachish. 

 Okay.  This is actually the acropolis of the side of Lachish.  This is the 

conglomeration of official structures.  This is the most important part, the most 

prominent part of the site of Lachish.  It is today, unfortunately, overgrown with 

vegetation.  It is a large elevated structure, right-angled oblong support, a 

podium elevated box upon which the palace was built.  It has on the eastern side 

a very large courtyard which was probably for the training of the horses.  On the 

southern part of the courtyard there were the stables which wee excavated. 
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 Are those two courtyards on the podium or just to the east and south of the 

podium? 

 No.  The podium is forming the eastern end of the courtyard.  There is a 

vast courtyard, altogether covering about 13,000 square meters, which is an 

enormous area.  Just for the proportion, it equals the size of the city — entire 

city of Beersheba of that time.  In any case, this podium and this palace fort is 

probably the second in its importance after the palace that the kings of Judah had 

in Jerusalem.  Archaeologically speaking, we have some knowledge about the 

palace in Ramatra Hill to the south of Jerusalem.  And we have here the 

foundations of the palace for the Judean kings but we do not have anything of the 

superstructure. 

 We can imagine that when these buildings were built high up maybe to 

second story, maybe to third story even, one could see from the roof the entire 

kingdom of Judah from the coastal plain and the Mediterranean shore on the west 

until the Hebron hills and the Jerusalem hills on the east.  Most of the territory of 

the kingdom of Judah was exposed to he who was living here as if upon his palm.  

Fire signals could be very easily sent from Jerusalem or from the entire 

Shephelah, or from Lachish to most parts of the kingdom.  And the fire signals, if 

the interpretation is correct, they play an important role also in the 

correspondence found in the gatehouse of Lachish.  We have fire signals 

mentioned also -- again, if our interpretation is correct -- in the words of the 

contemporary prophet, Jeremiah. 
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 In this section I want you — we’re gonna focus in a little bit more detail about the  

podia there at Lachish.  And again, I want you to get a sense of — that through 

archaeological methods and through the observant eye, that archaeologists have 

brought to Lachish and to the project, they’re able to discern that this large podium is 

actually three podia.  Which was built first and how they were added on, methods of 

construction.  Notice that they understand that Dr. Barkai talks about this as a 

foundation that’s above ground and then there was a slope built up to it. 

 Notice that he talks about — what he says about the seams of the different podia 

and how they come to meet and lean up against one another.  It’s even interesting to 

see what they can learn about the size of an Egyptian cubit and the shifts and changes 

in the standards of measurement using the Egyptian cubit from this podium that the 

archaeologists have uncovered.  So take a look at this. 

 Now, there are seams between the different podia.  The podium is an 

elevated foundation, raised foundation, instead of a foundation which is built in to 

the ground.  They raised it above ground.  The meeting points of the different 

podia or podiums is very interesting because you can note the exact 

measurements of the different stages.  And it has a bearing on ancient 

mathematics.  Because a podium has only outer lines and there is no problem 

whether to measure the inside or the outside; it has only outer.  And if we 

measure them, they behave according to the standards of the Egyptian cubit. 

 The earliest square podium is 31-1/2 by 31-l/2 meters, which is exactly 60 

by 60 cubits of the long or royal Egyptian cubic standard, and that is 60 cubits is 
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10 wreaths of 6 cubits each.  On the other hand, the next stage, next podium, is 

exactly 45 meters long which is 100 cubits of zero going for the 5 meters that is 

the short Egyptian cubit which has one handbreadth less than the royal Egyptian 

cubit.  

 This is very important because we can reconstruct the different cubit 

standards which were in use in different stages of Judah and they are mentioned 

in the Old Testament, and we can reconstruct some of the measurements of the 

buildings described in the Bible, Solomon’s palace and Solomon’s temple for 

example. 

 Okay.  In this section we’re gonna focus again on the podia and the building and 

the construction of the podia.  He talks specifically about a vertical seam — pay 

attention to that — and how it identifies two stages of the building.  Again, one side 

seems to be leaning up against the other.  Notice what he says about the techniques of 

chiseling the stone and the different styles that were used. 

 Notice what he says about that chisels were already used in the 10th century.  

And so they’re even understanding — getting the picture, even though maybe they 

didn’t find a chisel there on site — getting a picture of the kind of tools it took to carve 

the stones and to prepare them to build up this podium. 

 So again, the general picture I want you to get from this is that archaeology and 

archaeologists are able to learn a great deal about this historical context in which the 

texts that we’re studying in this class grew out of. 

 Again, we have here a vertical seam or vertical limit between two stages of 
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the podium of the palace fort.  To the left, this is podium A.  To the right, it is 

podium B.  To the left, 10th century; to the right, nine to eight centuries B.C.  

Level 5 over there, level 43 on the right.  So you see that the stones originate 

from a different quarry and also the laying of the stones and the technique is 

entirely different.  In both places it is hammered stones, but over there they are 

hammered to kind of [inaudible] shape.  Here they are more rough, the stones on 

the right-hand side. 

 And what significance do you attribute that to?  Does this show a more precise 

technique or is it just a stylistic difference? 

 I think it is different fashion, a different style in every theory and that’s the 

whole thing.  But it is very important that we have already use of chisel in the 

10th century, something which fits the biblical account of blocks being used by 

Solomon.  Nicely shaved stones of his time.  I would say more than that we have 

here very clearly a chronological clue because the wall on the right leans against 

the preexisting one on the left.  So you know exactly which one is earlier, at least 

technically.  You can find out what is the metrological standard according to 

which each one is built and you have the clue for which of the standards of the 

cubic was earlier.  In the second book of Chronicles, chapter 3, verse 3, you have 

a very interesting hint that Solomon’s temple was built according to the old 

standard.  So when that was written, there were only two standards at least 

known.  If it dries, then it was built according to the old standard. 

 Okay.  Again, I want you to take another picture — take another look at this 
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podium.  And here I think it’s interesting — and I want you to pull out — that they dug 

into this podium and they were able to discern that there was foundational walls built 

into the podium.  And then in-between those walls it was just fill.  And what they 

discerned from that is they think that that shadows the superstructure or the plans, the 

structure of the palace that was built on top, that the walls would be built on those 

foundations but it would be just floors that were built on the fill there.  It’s very 

interesting how the archaeologists have been able to figure out perhaps what the actual 

floor plan for the palace may have been. 

 See this is palace A -- you see it here, the stones — and this is palace B 

wall built against palace A.  You have seen it over there, the same thing, on the 

western side.  This is the eastern side.  And these are inner compartments built 

in order to hold the earth and fill inside the podium.  They’re subdivided and we 

assume that many of these compartment walls are actually sub-walls of the walls 

which were above.  We drew a plan of them in order to have some idea about the 

possible plan of the palace. 

 So that a wall wouldn’t be just sitting on loose fill that might shift a little bit.  A 

wall of a palace would sit on this supporting foundation. 

 That’s the idea. 

 Pretty sharp.  Another interesting aspect that I want you to pay attention to in our 

discussion of Lachish and the palace there is the stairs leading to the podia.  There 

they were able to discover some incisions that they think a court guard made one day 

when he was probably a little bit bored and maybe not paying enough attention, and 
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there in the steps he made some incisions.  The first five letters of the alphabet, a 

roaring lion, things like that.  It was just graffiti.  And notice the importance of 

archaeologists taking pictures and recording.  Because at the very end of this little clip, 

Dr. Barkai talks about how we really don’t have any way to go back and reexamine that 

because it’s all been lost.  Notice what he says about that.  It’s an interesting tale. 

 Now, this staircase is made, all of it, with softish limestone.  It is covered 

today by geological cloths put here by the antiquities authority to protect it.  One 

of the steps underneath this cover here has an insertion of the first five letters of 

the alphabet: Aleph, Bet, Gimel, Dalet, Heh.  And next to it there is a roaring lion 

and some other emblems.  This was done by one of the bored guards who was 

put here to safeguard the entrance to the palace.  He didn’t have much to do.  

And this is one of the earliest appearances of the alphabetic sequence. 

 Okay.  If you ask about literacy, first of all you should know that this place, 

the lion and the letters were discovered by G. Lancaster Harding who directed the 

dig at Lachish for about one week after the murder of Starkey.  Starkey got 

murdered in January, 1938, and in order to wrap up and finish the work, 

Lancaster Harding took the leadership and tried to finish.  So we do not have 

even a photograph of it.  We have only a drawing which was made in a hurry. 

 All right.  In this section, I want to talk about an important public space and this 

still is something that archaeologists have talked — taught us a great deal about and 

that’s city gates.  But we see this not only in what the archaeologist digs up, but we 

read about it in texts when they talk about going to the city gates and the elders sitting 
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there in the city gates conducting court trials and things like that. 

 But what you learn is the — from both the text and archaeology, and particularly 

when you see it through archaeology it comes to life.  When you learn is that the city 

gates were an important part, central part, of the public life of a community.  So pay 

attention to what he has to say about this center of life that the city gates provided.  

Notice what he says about the city gates is a very sophisticated structure that 

accomplishes a great deal.  Notice what he says about their military function, their 

economic function, their political function.  The king would come and sit in the city 

gates.  Notice their juridical function as a courthouse.  And notice the religious function 

and why they tended to have a religious function there with the city gates. 

 City gate in antiquity is the center of life in the city because all people get 

in and out — into and from the city through the gate.  So if you want to meet 

somebody foreign or want to see how many people are around you, just stand at 

the gatehouse.  That was the most public place.  At the gatehouse also all the 

commodities entered the city and exited the city, whatever was exported from the 

city.  It is not only the most public place but it is also the most protected place 

because the city gate by definition is a breech in the wall.  

 The breech in the wall is the dream of every attacker and so the city gate 

had to be a clever structure.  It had to be a very sophisticated structure which 

would enable people who were wanted to be passing through and would avoid 

people when not wanted from entering the city.  So it had to be a very 

sophisticated structure, a military stronghold.  It had to be an economic center 
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because the offer and demand were expressed in the gatehouse.  The amount of 

commodities brought into the city and the amount leaving the city, and the 

demand and offer were very much visible in the gate. 

 So until this very day, in Hebrew we speak about the rate of foreign 

currency.  We speak about [inaudible], the gate of the dollar or the gate of the 

stock exchange.  We use the term gate in Hebrew because the affixing of prices 

was in the gates in antiquity.  And it was the most public place.  It had also 

other functions.  For example, when the king visited the city, he was sitting in a 

gate to be seen by everybody who passed it.  And as it was the most public 

place, it was also the courthouse and the elders of the city — they were sitting in 

the gatehouse and they were passing judgment.  And so the city gate had many 

functions in addition to military, strategic functions; in addition to the economic, 

juridical and other functions of the gatehouse. 

 One should mention also a very important religious function of the gates.  

The gate was a very delicate forum.  The city was depending upon the gate 

economically as well as militarily.  Therefore, the gate was always a place of 

worship.  We have Josiah, King of Judah, mentioned in the second book of 

Kings 23 to destroy the high places at the gatehouse.  We have other 

expressions of the religious importance of gates in various chapters of Psalms 

and scattered all through the Bible.  So we have military importance, we have 

civic importance, juridic importance, economic importance, religious importance 

of the city gate.  
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 Gates in antiquity were something parallel to what we understand today as 

the CBD, the central business district, in the towns.  Unlike the modern concept 

of the central business district being in the center of town, here always the 

margin — the edge of town was the more important part and it was the 

concentration of the efforts of those people who planned the cities. 

 In this next segment I thought it might be fun for you to actually travel through a 

modern city gate.  This is the Damascus gate in Jerusalem.  The camera follows me 

through this very busy city gate that still preserves even today a little bit of the flavor — 

not quite all of it — of an ancient city gate.  So take a look at this. 

 I’m here at Damascus gate in Jerusalem and this is obviously a lot newer and 

bigger situation than what we had in the ancient Near East.  It’s certainly not a little 

village.  Jerusalem gates were bigger than even the little villages in ancient Israel, like 

in a town like Tekoa or something like that.  Nevertheless, I thought we’d go through a 

modern day city gate and get at least a flavor for what happened in the ancient Near 

East.  C’mon, let’s go. 

 What’s interesting is — I just kind of survey out there but already you see people 

setting up kiosks and trying to sell folks things as they go in and out of the gate.  All the 

action doesn’t take place necessarily in the gate; it’s all around the gate.  Before there 

was the modern-day shopping mall, there was the city gate.  It was a good place to see 

and be seen, good place to pick up some new clothes, pick up some fruit for dinner.  

There’s lots of action.  It’s loud and confusing.   

 All the citizens of the city — at least a lot of them are passing through here, doing 
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business.  We’re pretty much through the city gate now.  But here again, there’s fruit, 

there’s clothes.  We could pick up a new stereo, purses, clothing.  One thing I want to 

point out that we didn’t see in this city gate in Damascus is we didn’t see a king, we 

didn’t see the city elders sitting by him, we didn’t see city court, we didn’t see kind of a 

dispute going on.  In the ancient Near East, a lot of those city functions happened right 

there in the gate.  Now that’s all been moved to city hall and other places like that.  But 

we still have the marketplace, we still have people coming here to meet with their 

friends and see new people.  It’s a lot of fun. 

 All right.  Well, let’s wrap up this section and bring some things together that 

we’ve been looking at.  First of all, I wanted to give you an overview of some of the 

methods of archaeology and some of the ways that the archeologist goes about his or 

her business and his or her task.  And I wanted to also give you a picture of some of 

the details of archaeological discovery so you can see this is the kind of thing that 

archaeology pulls up.  And it provides again a backdrop to the biblical text.  It provides 

color and texture and a lot of dirt to the history of ancient Israel which is then the context 

in which the ideas and the literature grew out of.  I also wanted in particular to highlight 

for you the importance — the important role of city gates as an important public space.  

 So thank you very much for your attention and I’ll see you next time. 

 

  

 

  


