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 Hello again.  My name is John Strong and this is Literature and World of the 

Hebrew Bible, Religious Studies 101.  This is session 14.  Today I want to talk about 

warfare in the ancient Near East, warfare in ancient Israel.  We have concluded our 

discussion of a lot of the Deuteronomistic literature.  We have talked about how the 

Deuteronomistic history was written from the perspective of Deuteronomy, the 

Deuteronomistic law, and we’ve talked about the kind of role that literature played in the 

time of Josiah and the latter stages of the kingdom of Judah, and some of the historical 

events and situations that were going on at that time. I want to take these next couple 

of lessons and do some background kinds of material, and look back and review and 

maybe fill in some cultural points.  Today we’re gonna look at warfare. 

 We have a treat today in that most of today’s lesson is going to be taken from a 

videotape that I shot in Israel featuring an archaeologist, Israeli archaeologist, named 

Dr. Gabriel Barkai.  He teaches at Jerusalem University College and Bar-Elon 

University in Israel.  He has made some prominent discoveries.  One of them — 

perhaps the most prominent and the one he personally said he’s most proud of was a 

small, little necklace, amulet, that has a priest’s blessing written on it.  It was dated 

back to the time of the United Monarchy and is very famous. 

 At any rate, what we’re gonna be discussing with him in today’s lecture is warfare 

in the ancient Near East and methods of warfare, and the kinds of weapons that were 

used and techniques that were used, and what kinds of condition was created when a 

city was besieged.  We’re going to be focusing on the city of Lachish.  This interview 

that I taped with Dr. Barkai was — we were right there at Lachish where Dr. Barkai was 

an archaeologist for about 15 years, in roughly the ‘70s, ‘60s and ‘70s.   

 Lachish was the second most prominent city in Judah during the time of the 

monarchy.  It guarded the southern reaches of Judah and it was from the top of 

Lachish a person could actually see Jerusalem, at least on a clear day.  And they had a 
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tremendous view of the whole area.  It guarded then the southern approach of the 

nation and it also guarded the Shephelah.  We talked in the second or third lesson, I 

think it was, about the importance of the Shephelah.  It was the breadbasket of the 

nation of Judah and Lachish was the major administrative city there.  There was a 

major administrative palace there and things like that. 

 This attack that we’re gonna be specifically focusing on and talking about — this 

attack on Lachish took place in 701 B.C.  It was a time of the Assyrian King 

Sennacherib who was attacking Lachish in order to subdue Judah.  By that time the 

northern kingdom had fallen.  Hezekiah was the king in Jerusalem and the northern 

refugees were flowing into Jerusalem, flowing down to the south for protection from the 

Assyrians and protection provided by Hezekiah.   We mentioned a little bit earlier about 

a wall and we’ve shown a little bit of footage videotape of Hezekiah’s wall.  There’s just 

a little section of it that’s been exposed in the Jerusalem quarter of the old city and 

we’ve taken a look at that. This is the situation that we’re looking at and it is the 

situation and the setting that was a part of and it was recent history by the time that the 

Deuteronomistic historians were writing their story. 

 Some biblical texts you want to be aware of: Second Kings, chapter 18, verses 

13 to 18.  These biblical texts relate to the very attack by Sennacherib that you’re 

seeing, that we’ll be talking about today.  Second Kings 18, verse 13, says “In the 

fourteenth year of king Hezekiah, King Sennacherib of Assyria came up against all the 

fortified cities of Judah and captured them.  King Hezekiah of Judah sent to King 

Assyria of Lachish saying, ‘I’ve done wrong.  Withdraw from me.  Whatever you 

impose on me, I’ll bear it.’  The king of Assyria demanded of King Hezekiah of Judah 

300 talents of silver and 30 talents of gold.  Hezekiah gave him all the silver that was 

found in the house of the Lord and in the treasuries of the king’s house.  At that time 

Hezekiah stripped the gold from the doors of the temple of the Lord, and from the 
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doorposts that King Hezekiah of Judah had overlaid, and gave it to the king of Assyria.  

The king of Assyria sent the Tartan, the Rabsaris, and the Rab-shakeh with a” — and 

these are all Assyrian officials — “with a great army from Lachish” —  Lachish is what 

we’re talking about today — “to Hezekiah at Jerusalem.  They went up and came to 

Jerusalem.  When they arrived they came and stood by the conduit of the upper pool 

which is in the highway to the fuller’s field.  And when they called for the king, there 

came out to them Eliakim, son of Hilkiah, who was in charge of the palace and Shebna 

the secretary and Joah, son of Asaph the recorder.  And Rab-shakeh said to them, 

‘Say to Hezekiah thus says the great king of Hezekiah, on what do you base this 

confidence of yours?”  Meaning why do you oppose the aggression.  “Do you think 

that mere words are strategy and power for war?  On whom do you rely?”  And this is 

the main point that the Deuteronomistic historians want to get across.  “On whom do 

you rely that you have rebelled against me?  See, you’re relying now on an Egypt, that 

broken reed of a staff, and will pierce the hand of anyone who leans on it.  Such is 

Pharaoh, king of Egypt, all who rely on him.  But if you say to me we rely on the Lord 

our God, is it not he whose high places and altars Hezekiah has removed, saying to 

Judah and Jerusalem ye shall worship before this altar in Jerusalem?” 

 Now, from the Deuteronomistic historians’ perspective and we’ve learned this 

already, they would see that — the Deuteronomistics would see Hezekiah taking away 

the high places out in the countryside as a good thing, focusing worship in Jerusalem as 

a good thing, but Rab-shakeh and the Assyrians and Sennacherib saw it as an insult to 

Yahweh.  They actually view themselves, according to this text, as defending Yahweh 

and defending the god of that land before its own king.  That’s the rhetoric that they’re 

proposing. 

 But as the story goes, Yahweh defended Jerusalem and defended Hezekiah.  In 

Second Kings 19, 35 to 37, it says “The Lord set out and struck down 185,000 in the 
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camp of Assyrians.  When morning dawned, they were all dead bodies.  Then King 

Sennacherib of Assyria left, went home and lived in Nineveh.  As he was worshiping in 

the house of his god, Nisroch, his sons Adrammelech and Sharezer killed him with the 

sword and they escaped into the land of Arat, and his son Esar-haddon succeeded 

him.” 

 And so there’s an ironic twist from the Deuteronomistic historians’ perspective in 

that he says, “Who’s going to defend you?  Hezekiah?  Because you eliminated all of 

these worship sites out in the countryside and focused worship in Jerusalem.”  Of 

course Deuteronomistic historians are thinking that’s a good thing and the proof in their 

eyes is that Sennacherib, when he went home and was worshiping his god, his god 

didn’t defend him.  He ended up being killed while he was praying.  And so there’s a 

real irony there. 

 There is another side of the story.  The other side of the story is the Assyrian 

side.  They have — Sennacherib went home and he put on his palace walls reliefs, 

bas-reliefs, showing and depicting the battle scene of Lachish.  Here you’re looking on 

the screen now at some of the outlines of these bas-reliefs, and you’re seeing the ramp 

leading up to the walls.  You’re seeing the siege machines that are attacking the walls 

and tearing them down.  You’re seeing people in the city of Lachish pouring oil and 

trying to defend the city against the Assyrian attackers and you’re seeing posts on 

which captives and officials were hung.  The psychological warfare and psychological 

impact of that was very strong.  So you’re seeing the scene of a mighty, irresistible 

Assyrian force depicted up on Sennacherib’s wall and the story of the attack of Lachish. 

 So obviously Sennacherib was very proud of this attack and put it on his palace 

walls.  And the effect is that when he invites other kings to visit him, they pass by and 

they see what he’s accomplished.  The message is very clear.  You want to get along 

with this guy; otherwise, you could end up like Lachish. 
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 And then also, despite the fact that the Deuteronomistic historians thought that 

Hezekia came out pretty well, notice what Sennacherib says in his memoirs or in some 

of the literature that’s written about his attacks.  This is found in a very famous and 

important work called Ancient Near Eastern Texts relating to the Old Testament by a 

fellow named James Pritchard.  It’s oftentimes referred to — people refer to it as ANET, 

A-N-E-T, Ancient Near Eastern Text.  

 So he says — this is page 288 — “As to Hezekiah, he did not submit to my yoke.  

I laid siege to 46 of his strong cities” — Lachish being one of them — “walled forts, and 

to the countless small villages in the vicinity, and conquered them by means of 

well-stamped earth ramps.”  You’re gonna see that in the film today that Dr. Barkai 

talks about.  “And battering rams brought thus near to the walls.”  You saw that in the 

bas-reliefs.  “Combined with the attack of foot soldiers using mines, breeches, as well 

as sapir work.  I drove out from them 200,150 people, young and old, male and female, 

horses, mules, donkeys, camels, big and small cattle, beyond counting.  All considered 

them booty.  Himself, Hezekiah, I made a prisoner in Jerusalem.  His royal residence 

like a bird in a cage.  I surrounded him with earth work in order to molest those who 

were leaving the city’s gates.” 

 So it doesn’t say that he killed Hezekiah — and he didn’t.  It doesn’t say that he 

conquered Jerusalem — he didn’t.  But he’s very proud of the fact and says, “I shut him 

up like a bird in a cage.”  Is that victory?  The Deuteronomistic historian says no, it 

wasn’t.  Sennacherib claims that it’s victory.  “I surrounded him with earth work in 

order to molest those who were leaving the city’s gates.  His towns which I plundered I 

took away from his country and gave them over to Mitinti, king of Ashdod; Padi, king of 

Ekron; and Silbal, king of Gaza.  Thus, I reduced his country but I still increased the 

tribute” — and he goes on and we won’t read all of that right now. 

 Now, let’s turn to the video.  As you watch the video I want you to pay attention 
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to a few things.  First of all, be sure that you get a picture of what siege warfare was 

like in the ancient Near East.  It was a brutal, brutal experience, both for those 

besieging the city and for those being besieged.  It was a costly affair for both armies 

but it was a cruel and gruesome experience for all.  Take a picture or get in mind — 

take a list of the weapons used.  Those are good items for multiple choice questions 

and things like that.  It’s important to get a picture for what kind of weapons were being 

used. 

 Take a look at how cities burned and why they burned.  In all the destruction 

layers that archaeologists find — not every layer, but many of the sites they find they’ll 

find a burn layer where there was a massive conflagration and several inches or 

centimeters of ash.  And the question is, these cities were made out of stone.  How in 

the world did they burn?  And Dr. Barkai talks about that. 

 Notice also the psychological warfare that was involved in all this.  We were 

reading texts in the biblical text of the Rabshakeh and how he stood outside the walls 

and said, “You guys are in big trouble.  We are going to besiege you.”  And the fear 

that that instilled.  And then setting up officials and kings on spigots or posts, and the 

humiliation and the psychological warfare there.  Pay attention to all that. 

 In this first little segment I want to talk about or have you listen to him talk about 

the importance of Lachish.  We mentioned this in an earlier session a few lectures ago, 

but I want to bring that up again.  And so notice what Dr. Barkai says in this first 

segment about the importance of Lachish and the importance of its location. 

DR. BARKAI WILL BE INDICATED BY BOLDFACE TYPE 

 The importance is the strategic location which guards the entryways from 

the coastal plain into the heartland of Judah, and the second one is that this area 

is very rich.  It is surrounded by vineyards and other plantations, and the results 

of cereals in this area — wheat and barley — and this is the food basket of the 
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kingdom of Judah. 

 In this next segment I want you to focus in on the — some of the biblical texts 

that talk about Lachish.  Dr. Barkai mentions that the city of Lachish was mentioned 24 

times in the Hebrew Bible.  That’s a lot.  It represents the importance of its stature in 

the nation of Judah.  Notice Dr. Barkai does a pretty good job running through some of 

these biblical references and giving an outline of what they had to say about Lachish. 

 Lachish is mentioned in the Bible, in the Old Testament, 24 times.  The 

first mentioning is already in the Book of Joshua when kind of Lachish, in 

Chapter 10 of the Book of Joshua, is one of the kings of the coalition that Joshua 

fought, the Amorite Canonite coalition of the south headed by the king of 

Jerusalem.  Lachish is mentioned also in connection with the fortifications of 

Rehoboam, son of Solomon.  It is mentioned in connection with King Amaziah 

who fled to Lachish when there was a coup against him in Jerusalem.  And it is 

mentioned in connection with the war raid of Sennacherib, king of Assyria, who 

focused his attack on Judah on the city of Lachish. 

 We have it in the words of Prophet Micah who was born in this area and he 

mentions the destruction of Lachish and the chariotry of Lachish.  We have it in 

Isaiah who was an eyewitness of the events as well.  We have later on the 

prophet Jeremiah, a century later, mentioning Lachish in connection with the 

Babylonian assault on the kingdom of Judah.  The last mentioning of Lachish is 

in the Book of Nehemiah when the returnees to Zion from the Babylonian 

community came back and settled down. 

 In this segment, Dr. Barkai moves to some of the extra biblical material that 

mentions and talks about Lachish.  In particular, this bas-relief from the palace of 

Sennacherib in Nineveh in Mesopotamia, this ancient Assyrian king is mentioned and 

this again is that bas-relief that we have taken a look at already in this lecture.  But 
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notice what he says about some of the extra biblical citations and references to Lachish. 

 Lachish is mentioned also in extra-biblical sources, Egyptian sources and 

Mesopotamian sources.  The most important one is the one discovered by Henry 

Austin Layard around 1850 when he excavated the palace without rival at 

[inaudible], the palace of King Sennacherib.  And on the walls of the innermost 

chamber of a whole series of hundreds of chambers of the palace he finds 

depicted on the walls the conquest of Lachish.  And the walls and the inscription 

there accompanying the journalistic photography of that time showing the battle 

over Lachish, the reason the inscription is saying King of the World, King of 

Assyria, Sennacherib sits upon his throne, viewing the booty of Lachish 

marching in front of him.  So the city of Lachish is mentioned there. 

 In any case, there is much similarity between that appearance of Lachish 

and the reliefs which later were moved to the British museum and what we have 

here.  Actually, that was based — the relief in Nineveh — was based probably on 

sketches made by the military artist of King Sennacherib in the field. 

 So do you still see — when you look at the bas-reliefs from Nineveh, of Lachish, 

can you see similarities with what you -- 

 It’s not only that we see similarities.  We could even reconstruct the place 

where from the site was viewed by the Assyrian artist.  It is one of the poultry or 

the turkey coops of this modern village of Lachish where from it was seen.  We 

took an artist of our own, a South African [Inaudible], and we put him in one of 

those places to draw the site and to draw the battle scenes taken from the 

Assyrian reliefs.  The result is amazing.  The result is amazing.  With a modern 

perspective which is lacking in the Assyrian art.  You can see the significance, 

immense significance, of that contribution of the Assyrian relief and the study of 

the site. 
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 Finally, I want you all to focus in on specifically Lachish as a place — center for 

Judah’s chariotry and some of the evidence about that.  In our lecture on archaeology, 

you heard reference to that Lachish had a courtyard to train horses and stables for 

horses, and here you hear a little bit more about the role these horses played in pulling 

the chariots of Judah. 

 This was also a military center of the kingdom of Judah.  It was the seat of 

the Judean chariotry.  It is written in the Book of Micah, chapter 1, verse 13.  

“Harness the chariotry to your horses oh inhabitants of Lachish.”  So Lachish 

was the place and we have here also eye-blinkers for chariot horses discovered 

in the excavations, and most probably also a kind of a crest for a chariot horse 

was discovered on this slope which is on display at the Israel museum and how it 

was interpreted by some as a crest of a helmet for human beings.  I think it was 

for chariot horses rather than for human helmets. 

 Now that we’ve kind of talked about the importance of Lachish, why the Assyrian 

king Sennacherib would want to wage a war against it and mount a siege against it, and 

all the expense that went into that, let’s focus in a little bit more on the warfare and the 

techniques and some of the cruelty that was a part of ancient Near Eastern warfare, 

particularly a part of warfare against the Assyrians.  They were a mighty and a cruel 

nation.  They certainly were. 

 In this segment I want you to take a look at — we’re focusing in more on the 

breech of the walls at Lachish.  And excavations — notice what Dr. Barkai says about 

what the excavations showed about the breech of the wall, what some of the remnants 

— the arrowheads, the slingstones and things that were found as a part of the warfare 

here.  Notice what he says about some of the large stones that were used to try and 

defeat the siege machines, the siege engines, and how they were used and how they 

were found. 
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 The most interesting part is that excavations on the summit here found 

remnants of a battle there of the breech.  More than that, even down below here, 

the excavation with the heavy machinery which was accompanied by manual 

labor at the bottom found remnants of the arrowheads and various other 

remnants such as conflagration of the battle.  Altogether at the top of this place 

there were found more than 1,000 arrowheads made of iron, most of them, but 

very few made of bone.  We have there also 12 large stones with perforations.  

In the perforated holes there were found remnants of ropes, carbonized ropes.  

Those stones were hung from the top of the wall and they were moved in a 

pendulum type of movement in order to neutralize the active horn of the battering 

rams.  There were found also other means of battle including slingshots which 

were round flints, tennis ball sized stones.  Some of them were found stuck into 

the wall.  Something very interesting is that in order to avoid the main wall from 

being attacked by the battering rams of the Assyrians. 

 One of the fascinating parts about Lachish is that there is an Assyrian siege ramp 

still that can be seen and that is still observed, and has been explored by 

archaeologists.  And so in this segment, notice what Dr. Barkai says about the Assyrian 

siege ramp.  It was in ancient days much bigger than what remains of it today. 

 These stones which are only the leftovers of a much larger pile of stones 

which was piled up on the slope of the mound is part of the siege ramp which 

was built by the Assyrians in order to push up siege engines towards the city’s 

fortifications on top.  Now, this was discovered in the 1970s when we excavated 

here.  We brought heavy machinery in order to cut a section through this in 

order to understand what it is.  It was observed already by James Lesley Starkey 

and he thought that this is destruction which originates from the summit of the 

mound.  If you look at it, they are all stones of more or less the same size.  They 
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are not building stones which should be larger and the debris doesn’t include 

anything else but these stones and soil.  It does not include any occupation 

remains or any wall plaster, any artifacts, any pottery, etc.  So it was obvious 

that this was gathered by people who collected stones in baskets and poured 

down.  This siege ramp in the southwestern corner of the mound and to the right 

versus the gate which is over there is also shown in the relief from [inaudible] 

and this is the position.  We can reconstruct the large apron attaching the slope 

of the mound of stones which probably reached this parking lot down here, a very 

large semi-circle or apron upon which five siege engines of battering rams were 

pushed up towards the summit of the mound in order to attack and breech the 

city walls. 

 And this is a quick little segment but I want you to be aware of why partially the 

Assyrians decided to put their siege ramp where they did.  The comment is made that 

the valleys are pretty steep everywhere else.  This was the most efficient place for 

them to build it.  Take a look at this segment in this regard. 

 And it is surrounded by deep valleys and very wide valleys on all sides.  

There is only one side in which the hills surrounding the mound approach.  This 

is the southwestern part here where there is a kind of a small settle connecting 

Lachish with a nearby hill, upon which Sennacherib had his encampment.  This 

is the only accessibility to the mound.  On no other side there is any approach.  

All other sides have very steep slopes.  This is the only approach, only 

accessibility.  So there was only one gate and it was always located here. 

 Now in this segment I want to focus in on siege engines.  These were amazing 

machines.  They were horrible machines, but they were amazing machines.  Notice 

what Dr. Barkai says about the size of these machines.  Notice how the Assyrians tried 

to protect them and what kind of defenses they needed to protect themselves.  Notice 
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that the — despite their size, the Assyrians mounted five of these machines up this 

ramp which would indicate that the ramp was just huge. 

 Being attacked by the battering rams of the Assyrians which were the most 

sophisticated war engine.  They were the tanks of that time.  They were boxes 

with two stories and on top of the second story there was a soldier who had a 

water tank in front of him and had a large wooden spoon which he wettened the 

body of that battering ram all the time to avoid the besieged from throwing 

torches and setting it on fire.  In any case, there were five of them roaming up 

the siege ramp. 

 Another aspect that I think sometimes is easily overlooked and forgotten about is 

the psychological part of warfare.  And in particular, you’ve already seen in the 

bas-reliefs the impaling of three prominent administrators of Lachish and what kind of 

an effect that would have.  But also notice just the construction — what Dr. Barkai says 

about the construction of the siege ramp itself and what kind of a role that would play. 

 The Assyrians managed to breech the wall.  They used all kinds of tactics.  

One of them was — and it is seen in the relief — that they had three people 

exactly at this point where we are standing here — they had three people impaled.  

They took long, pointed, wooden poles and stuck them into the bottom part of the 

belly of these poor people and raised them to the top, naked, and that was meant 

to frighten the people on the walls. 

 It would be terrible psychological warfare. 

 Yes.  And part of the psychological warfare was the construction of the 

siege ramp.  Just imagine the deliberations and the talks of people on top, 

seeing their brethren building the siege ramp.  Should we attack them?  Should 

we roll some large stones upon their heads?  Should we shoot them down?  

These were their brethren. 
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 And when you say “brethren,” these had been captured -- 

 In the neighboring city.  They were those who built the siege ramp.  So 

the psychological warfare was terrible. 

 Okay.  Finally in this section we get a picture a little bit of the interpretation and 

the kind of spin that — and this is something we’ll talk about elsewhere in our class, but 

we learned a little bit about the kind of spin that different kingdoms and kings put on this 

battle of Lachish and Sennacherib in a serious war against Judah as a whole. 

 What I want you to be paying attention to is what Dr. Barkai says about — 

number one, it’s Lachish and the siege of Lachish that Sennacherib was so proud of 

and put up on the walls of his palace, not that of Jerusalem.  And how the biblical text 

plays that out, what Herodotus might say about it, and what — we even have 

Sennacherib’s text that he wrote about this siege and the kind of things he says about 

his warfare against Judah and Lachish and Jerusalem.  It’s an interesting observation 

and dynamic of various vantage points.  So take a look at this. 

 Lachish was chosen to be depicted on the wall of the palace and not 

Jerusalem, the capital.  And the Bible tells us in Second Book of Kings 19 and in 

Isaiah 36 that Jerusalem was saved.   [Inaudible] had slain the Assyrian army in 

the siege camp at Jerusalem and the king of Assyria went back to his homeland.  

In any case, I don’t know what happened exactly, but -- 

 Didn’t the Assyrians write about it a little bit differently? 

 In any case, the fact is that there was no — no depiction of anything 

concerning Jerusalem and Lachish was chosen to be depicted on the innermost 

walls of the innermost chamber of the palace of the king of Assyria, thus making 

Lachish into the peak of the Assyrian victory in the west.  We have in the Bible 

another version telling us that Sennacherib had internal problems.  His two sons 

revolted against him and he had to go back to his capital.  We do not know 
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exactly what happened.  The fact is that he tells us in his annals that he enclosed 

Hezekiah, king of Judah, as a bird in a cage which is very vegetarian for the 

Assyrians.  Because usually the Assyrians say, “I took the king.  I killed all his 

sons in front of his eyes.  I exiled him.  I cut the throats of all his inhabitants,” 

etc.  A bird in a cage is very vegetarian.  It hints to some problem that he had in 

Jerusalem and the best proof of that is Lachish being depicted and chosen to 

represent the battles in Judah in which he says himself, Sennacherib, that he 

destroyed 46 of the cities of Judah.  In the words of Prophet Micah we have a 

lament for the cities of the Shephelah, the lowland being destroyed by the 

Assyrians. 

 I want to summarize with one final comment.  Again, I want to emphasize that in 

the ancient Near Eastern view of things, it was the god or the gods who fought for their 

nation and their army against the opponents and against the enemies.  From the 

Hebrew Bible perspective, it was Yahweh who had in the past conquered chaos and 

was continuing to fight against the chaotic nations that were besieging Israel.  Who was 

selected, elected, to carry the banner of order and life and prosperity for themselves, 

but then also for the whole world. 

 And this shows up in the story of Gideon in Judges 7 where — it’s the famous 

story where Yahweh says to Gideon, “Well, you have too many people and so we’re 

gonna weed them out.”  Finally it comes down to, “Well, let’s see how many people it 

takes to — who lap the water like a dog and how many cup their hands and drink it that 

way.”  Of course, more naturally, those who cup their hands and drink it — that’s more 

natural.  There’s a bigger number.  Those are the ones who are eliminated.  And it’s 

the ones who kind of lap it like a dog — ideas that get the numbers small because it’s 

Yahweh who fights for Israel.  Deuteronomy 21 talks about “For the Lord your God is 

with you, who brought you up from Egypt.  And he’s the one who’s going to be fighting 
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for you.”   

 And then note the text that we read in Second Kings 18.  Rab-shakeh is saying, 

“If you say to me we rely on the Lord your God, is it not He whose high places and 

altars Hezekiah has removed?”  And then in verse 25, “Is it without the Lord that I, 

Sennacherib, and Rab-shakeh the Assyrians have come up against this place to 

destroy it?”  They’re saying that God is on their side.  Either way, no matter how you 

view it, how you cut it, in the ancient Near Eastern world it was the gods who fought with 

the earthly kings.  The earthly kings believed that their gods were on their side and it 

was ultimately a holy war between deities and their earthly armies.  Ideologically, 

conceptually, that’s what was going on the ancient Near East. 

 I leave you with one final picture and this is a picture of — a fresco.  It’s broken 

off, but you can see that the top of the earthly king is there being depicted in battle.  But 

flying above him is the representation of the god who is doing the exact same thing, has 

his bow pulled and is fighting for his army. 

 Thank you for your attention today and we’ll see you next time for another 

session of class.  Thank you. 


