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 Hello again.  My name is John Strong and welcome to another session of 

Religious Studies 101, Literature and World of the Hebrew Bible.  This is session 9 and 

this is an overview of the Deuteronomistic history.  The last couple of lessons we’ve 

been looking at the book of Deuteronomy and Deuteronomic laws, the laws that are in 

there, and the laws that set the principles for Deuteronomistic society and the history of 

ancient Israel’s events that was written from the perspective of these laws. 

 Again, when we talked about history we’ve said history is not the events 

themselves.  The history is what was written about these events, how they were 

evaluated.  And so with the Deuteronomistic history, when we looked at 

Deuteronomistic history, we looked — we’re going to be looking at what the ancient 

Israelites were saying their kings and the events in their lives and in their nation’s life, as 

evaluated from the perspective of Deuteronomistic law.  That’s what the 

Deuteronomistic history is about.  

 We’re going to be painting in broad strokes here.  We’re trying to get a big 

picture.  We’re trying to get the picture of the mural that the Deuteronomists created in 

their Deuteronomistic history.  And when we’re talking about the Deuteronomistic 

history, again we’re talking about Joshua, Judges, First and Second Samuel, First and 

Second Kings.  In today’s lesson, though, we’re gonna be looking at this whole span 

--we’re gonna be looking in broad strokes and so we’re gonna be dipping in and looking 

at the passages out of First and Second Samuel, First and Second Kings, and seeing 

how they evaluated their kings, how they evaluated their history, how they evaluated 

these events from the perspective of the book of Deuteronomy, from the perspective of 
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the Deuteronomistic laws — Deuteronomic laws. 

 Now, let’s take a look and review a few of these laws that I want you all to be 

aware of, to have read, thought about, and reviewed.  First is Deuteronomy 5:8.  This 

is a law against making images or idols.  Deuteronomy 12:5.  This is the centralization 

of worship in Jerusalem.  It’s the Jerusalem temple alone is the place where Yahweh 

has selected or chosen to place his name and that is the right place for worship.  

Deuteronomy 17, 14 through 20, limits the kings powers. A king is not supposed to take 

any foreign wives or collect a lot of chariots or have a big military force.  He’ll become 

too authoritative.  There’s a limit to the power that the king is supposed to have. 

 Deuteronomy 30, 15 through 20, is a summary saying if you obey these laws, 

then you will live.  If you don’t, then you will die.  Deuteronomy 30, verse 15, says, 

“See, I set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity.  If you obey the 

commandments of the Lord your God, then I’m commanding you today — you’re gonna 

have life.  But if your heart turns away and you do not hear but are led astray — etc., 

etc., etc. — then there will be death.  It’s two paths and you have the choice. The thesis 

statement again for this lesson, for the Deuteronomistic literature: If Israel is led by an 

obedient king, then Yahweh will grant protection and prosperity. 

 Now, let’s look at a little bit of some important characters and a little bit of the 

timeline.  Now, first of all, let me give you a small word of caution.  We’re talking about 

people who lived, events that took place, 3,000 years in the past.  They measured their 

chronology, their times, their place in history, not from the perspective of Jesus of 

Nazareth but from the perspective of each other’s reigns.  In the third reign of 
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so-and-so’s reign, so-and-so became king in Judah.  And then in the fourth year of that 

person’s reign in Judah, so-and-so became king in Israel. 

 And so when historians go back and try and find exactly and identify these dates 

exactly, there’s always a few years difference and we’re not gonna worry too much 

about those.  As I read through some of these characters, figures, kings that I want you 

all to be aware of and to know about, on your television screen the dates that we’ll be 

using for these classes — for this class will appear.  If there are any alterations to that, 

you might want to check the web.  But you need to be aware of David who lived and 

reigned in the 11th century B.C.E.  His son was Solomon.  We’ve talked about David 

and Solomon as living in the United Kingdom when both Israel and Judah were united 

together. 

 Then there was a division or a split already in the 10th century B.C.E.  When 

there was a split, the first king of that northern kingdom — and we’ve talked about this; 

this is a review --Jeroboam I.  Again, he reigned there in the 10th century.  We’re going 

to talk about and mention another king, Bashan.  And then we’re going to talk about a 

mention a very famous king, Ahab.  And then we need to be aware of the exile to 

Assyria, the end of the northern kingdom, in about 722 B.C.E. 

 In the southern kingdom, you need to be aware of Rehoboam, the son of 

Solomon, and under whose reign the nation split.  And again, what we want to look at 

today is how did the Deuteronomists evaluate, understand, place significance upon this 

division of the kingdom.  How did they understand why this happened?  Then there’s 

Abishag.  There’s Jehoram.  There’s Hezekiah, a very important king.  Manasseh is 
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going to play a very important role.  He lived in the early part of the seventh century.  

And then there’s Josiah who lived in the latter part of the seventh century.  Josiah is a 

very important figure in the Deuteronomistic history. These figures — and then there’s 

the exile of Judah in 587.  Again, how did the Deuteronomists understand why this took 

place, why the nation came to an end.  That’s what’s really important to understand for 

our purposes.  Again, these figures should be appearing on your television screen.  

Know them and know — be sure you know what dates that we’re gonna be using.  

They should be written there on the television screen as well. 

 Now, when we look at the Deuteronomistic history, when we look in broad 

strokes over the course of this history, we’re going to be talking about this history in 

terms of two additions.  Again, think about how this material has come together.  

We’ve talked a little bit about how biblical material was written.  It was not written as 

Tom Clancy writes a book, or whoever, where they sit down and they start at the 

beginning, and they write it through and they take it to a publisher and sell it, and they 

publish it.  It doesn’t come out that way.  It is a collection of materials, collections that 

come from this part and this time and then collections that come from this circle of 

people who have their collection that’s important to them at this particular time in Israel’s 

history from this geographic area.  And they all are somehow brought together.  And 

these groups form coalitions and they say, “We are in agreement on our perspective on 

things.  Here are our traditions and here are yours,” and they weave them then 

together and so they grow over time. 

 So when we talk about the Deuteronomistic history, we talk about stories and 
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material that dates — maybe decades, hundreds of years prior to the time of the 

Deuteronomistic history when it finally starts to become crystalized.  And it’s all utilized 

and rewritten and edited in such a way to carry forward the Deuteronomistic ideals or 

their evaluation of their history, an evaluation that is based upon criteria drawn from the 

laws in Deuteronomy. 

 And so when we talk about this, I want you to look at a chart that hopefully will 

help you see the general outline of what we’re gonna be looking at.  In general, we’re 

gonna talk about a first edition of the Deuteronomistic history, a first edition of Joshua, 

Judges, First and Second Samuel, First and Second Kings, that came together roughly 

— we’re gonna date it to the time of Josiah.  Maybe there was a version of it or an 

edition of it that showed up a little bit earlier in the time of Hezekiah, but for our 

purposes, for this class, we’re gonna date it to roughly the time of Josiah. 

 There are two themes in this first edition that play off against one another, a 

theme of disobedience and a theme of obedience.  The theme of disobedience is 

characterized by Jeroboam.  Jeroboam, the first king of the northern kingdom.  And 

there are phrases that show up throughout the Deuteronomistic history that would 

indicate that Jeroboam becomes the archetype, the symbol of disobedience.  Because 

kings throughout are evaluated as”you have walked in the way of Jeroboam and I will 

make your house like the house of Jeroboam, the son of Nebat.”  And we’ll see what 

that means. Jeroboam was viewed as being disobedient and he was destroyed, and 

therefore these were curses.  And they are from the perspective of Deuteronomy 20, 

15 through 20, that says if you choose disobedience, curses are gonna come on you. 
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 There’s a theme of obedience that runs through this first edition.  David is the 

first obedient king.  He is a stellar and he is the archetype until you come up to Josiah 

who is even greater than David.  And so all through — even though there are 

disobedient kings portrayed in the Deuteronomistic history, the phrase “yet for the sake 

of your father, I’m not going to tear this kingdom away.”  Because David’s obedience 

was so great.  And the issue that this Deuteronomistic history is trying to address is — 

it is trying to unite the nation under Josiah. 

 And so at this particular time — again, go back to your history and the notes in 

your history, and you’re gonna see what were some of the issues during the time of 

Hezekiah and Josiah.  The northern kingdom had been destroyed, refugees were 

coming to the south.  Hezekiah and Josiah were trying to unite this nation.  The 

refugees from the north said, “Man, we’ve been rebelling against you.  We’ve hated 

you.  You guys have been enemies of ours for a couple of hundred years now.  And 

even though we’re related, we come down here for some help.”  But, you know, there’s 

tension there and the people of the south are saying, “You buys rebelled against this 

200 years ago and now you’re coming back in a time of need.  Why should be help 

you?”  Hezekiah and Josiah are trying to unite these folks and unite them underneath 

their reign.  That’s the issue.  And the Deuteronomistic history is a way to try and deal 

with this issue. 

 Now, think back to your history as well and what happened in 609.  Josiah, who 

is held up in the Deuteronomistic history as the grand obedient king, is defeated and 

killed in battle at Megiddo.  Not the most glorious of endings.  The Deuteronomistic 
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history had a problem in how to explain not just his death, but the subsequent nation 

that goes off and gets carried off into exile scarcely 20 years later.  How do you explain 

that?  What do you do with that? 

 Well, there is then a second edition of the Deuteronomistic history that seems to 

be put out around the time of the exile.  There is no theme of obedience.  There’s a 

theme of disobedience there and the key culprit is Manasseh because of all the 

provocations with which Manasseh had provoked him, meaning God.  And the issue is 

how do we explain this exile in the Babylon. 

 So that is an overview of the Deuteronomistic history.  Now let’s look at how this 

plays itself out.  And again, I’m gonna be moving very fast.  We’re gonna look at a lot 

of biblical passages and we’re gonna look at a lot of verses.  My experience has been 

that students start to get a little blurry-eyed, and so just take this slow.  When we’re 

through with this lesson, I’d say go back over your notes a couple of times and see how 

we’re connecting these verses and use this chart to see how these verses fall under 

that.  If there are questions, then e-mail me about them. 

 Let’s start with looking at the first edition and let’s start at seeing how this theme 

of disobedience is developed.  In essence, the theme of disobedience focuses on the 

northern kings.  They were disobedient and they followed the sin of Jeroboam.  Now, 

what are some of the Deuteronomistic laws that come into play here?  First of all, 

Deuteronomy 5:8 says “you shall not make images or idols of any type.”  Remember 

that one, Deuteronomy 5:8.  Deuteronomy 12:5, “where is the proper place that 

Yahweh has chosen to set his name in order to be worshiped?  Jerusalem.”  That’s 
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Deuteronomy 12:5.  It’s a place that Yahweh chose. 

 Now, let’s start to see how these laws come into play and how this theme is 

developed.  Again, remember that there are a couple of critical phrases that are 

repeated and that you’re gonna see used, meaning that there are judgments placed on 

the northern kings.  You — first phrase — you have walked in the way of Jeroboam 

and, second, I will make your house like the house of Jeroboam, the son of Nebat.  

These are used repeatedly. 

 Now, there is a three-stage development of this theme using these phrases, 

focused upon the disobedience of the northern kings.  Stage one is sort of a foundation 

and this looks at Jeroboam.  And the question is, “Well, what in the world did Jeroboam 

do wrong?”  Let’s look here at First Kings and the passage I want to look at is First 

Kings 12, 26 through 30.  And here’s what’s happened.  And we may be repeating this 

story a number of times, but it’s worth repeating because you need to know this story. 

 Solomon dies, Rehoboam takes over as king.  He is the proper successor to 

Solomon.  And the people from the north come down and say, “Boy oh boy.  Solomon 

was tough on us.  Had us building Megiddo and had us building Khatsor and had us 

building all these cities up there to protect his kingdom, and there was all this labor and 

it was tough.  And, you know, your father was really rough.  What do you say, you 

know, you lighten up a little bit.  The kingdom is in pretty good shape, everyone’s pretty 

happy, things are going well for us.  What do you say?” 

 Rehoboam goes back and counsels with his consultants.  The young 

consultants say, “Ah, these whiners.  They’re just — if you let up now, you’re just 
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gonna have rebellion all over the place.”  The older, wiser consultants say, “They have 

a point.  If you let up now and you treat them well, they’ll be loyal to you.  They’ll love 

you and everything will go well.”  He believes his young, less wise consultants.  He 

goes back and he says, “Boy, you think that my father was tough.  I’m gonna be even 

tougher.”  And they say, “That’s it.  We’re out of here.” And so they and Jeroboam 

revolt and they’re successful in this civil war.  It’s a civil war that worked, that divided 

the country.  And so now the Deuteronomistic historians are picking up this story and 

saying, “What happened next?  How do we evaluate this and how do we evaluate what 

happened next?” 

 Well, then — so Jeroboam is now the king of the northern ten tribes.  Them 

Jeroboam built Shechem in the hill country of Ephraim and resided there.  And he went 

out from there and he built Penewel.  Then Jeroboam said to himself, “Now the 

kingdom may revert to the House of David.”  In other words, he’s worried about people 

being loyal to his reign and saying, “Maybe this guy isn’t a legitimate king.  I always 

liked this Solomon guy.  He was okay by me.”  If the people continue to go up and 

offer sacrifices in the house of the Lord at Jerusalem, think back to Deuteronomy 12:5 

now.  From the Deuteronomistic historian’s perspective, the proper place to offer 

sacrifices is in Jerusalem and that’s where religious loyalty in any way should be. 

 The house of the Lord at Jerusalem, the heart of this people will turn again to 

their master, King Rehoboam of Judah, and they will kill me and return to King 

Rehoboam of Judah.  So the king, Jeroboam, took counsel and made two calves of 

gold.  How does that compare with Deuteronomistic law in Deuteronomy 5:8 against 
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creating images and worshiping them? 

 So the king took counsel and made two calves of gold, and he said to the people, 

“You have gone up to Jerusalem long enough.  Here are your gods, oh Israel, who 

brought you up out of the land of Egypt.”  And he set one up in Bethel, the other he set 

up in Dan.  And this thing became sin for the people went to worship before the one at 

Bethel and before the other as far as Dan.  

 And let’s take a little pause right here.  First of all, let me show you this image.  

This is an image of a god riding upon a bull, carrying lightning in his hand and fighting 

for his people.  What probably Jeroboam — when scholars look at this ancient Near 

Eastern parallel, this artifact, and then they look at this passage, they think — and what 

they see here is that there is a calf but there’s no image of Yahweh himself.  And they 

think that what Jeroboam actually did and what was envisioned by Jeroboam was that 

there was an invisible presence of Yahweh standing on top of this calf or this bull, and it 

represented the power of Yahweh as having the power to control the forces of chaos.  

Yahweh the warrior who would control all — and protect the nation against all the forces 

of chaos. 

 And so in Jeremiah’s mind what he was doing may not have been such a horrible 

thing, may not have been apostate, apostasy or heterodoxy, or contra to proper worship 

of Yahweh.  But in the mind of the Deuteronomists they judged this against 

Deuteronomy 5:8 and they said it’s a sin.  And Jeroboam was wrong and this was a sin 

that he committed.  

 And then he set up worship sites in Bethel and Dan.  Let’s take a look at the 
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map and look at where these sites are.  One is in the south in Benjamin — that’s in 

Bethel — and the other is way up in the north on the border, in Dan.  And here you 

have — and here are also a couple of pictures of an ancient cult site in Dan that 

archaeologists have uncovered.  There is an outline in metal of what archaeologists 

think perhaps was the size and the shape and the look of an altar in Dan.  There are 

steps going up to an altar and a sanctuary and worship site.  These structures that 

were uncovered by archaeologists date late.  After — oh, I think in the second or first 

century B.C.E., so long after the time of Jeroboam.  But what archaeologists pull away 

and what I want to emphasize for these pictures is that Dan had a very long history as 

being a site of worship and cult activity. 

 And, second of all, because it was sitting on the northern boundary, it was a 

northern marker for all the nations saying, from Jeroboam’s perspective, “This is the 

territory of Yahweh and this is Yahweh staking his claim to this piece of property.”  And 

so it was a very strong statement.  It was a place where people could go to worship 

Yahweh.  The Deuteronomists evaluated it negatively.  They evaluated it in — upon 

the basis of the criteria in Deuteronomy 12:5, that there’s no place other than Jerusalem 

where they should go.  And this thing — I’m reading First Kings 12:30 and this thing 

became a sin for the people went to worship before the one at Bethel and before the 

other as far as Dan, and etc., etc., etc. 

 Now let’s skip down, Deuteronomy — excuse me — First Kings, chapter 13, and 

verses 2 through 4.  While Jeroboam was standing by the altar to offer incense, a man 

of God came out of Judah by the word of the Lord to Bethel and proclaimed against the 
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altar by the word of the Lord and said, “Oh altar, altar.  Thus says the Lord.  A son 

shall be born to the House of David, Josiah by name.  And he shall sacrifice on you the 

priests of the high places who offer incense on you, and human bones shall be burned 

on you.”  And he gave a sign that same day saying, “This is a sign that it shall be — the 

altar shall be torn down and ashes that are on it shall be poured out.” 

 And then if we turn over to chapter 13, verse 34, they’re summarizing — the 

Deuteronomistic historians are summarizing, “This matter became sin to the house of 

Jeroboam so as to cut it off and destroy it from the face of the earth.”  And so prophets 

come in and they judge, and they say “Because Jeremiah has built Bethel and Dan, and 

placed this image in them, this is a sin.  His house will be destroyed.  The kingdom will 

be destroyed.  All will be destroyed.”  Who’s gonna be the savior?  Hmm.  How about 

Josiah who comes along several centuries later.  The Deuteronomistic historians, then, 

are using this — here’s the bad example, but they can’t resist saying there’s gonna be a 

really good example coming down the pike: Josiah.  Again, biblical scholars think that 

this was actually written in the time and from the perspective of Josiah who’s wanting to 

unite the refugees again under Josiah. 

 First Kings 14, 7 through 11.  This is talking about Abishag, son of Jeroboam.  

And he fell sick and Jeroboam said to his wife go — etc., etc., etc. 

Then Adonijah heard the sound of her feet and as she came in the door he said, 

“Come in, wife of Jeroboam.  Why do you pretend to be another?  For I am 

charged with heavy tidings for you.  Go tell Jeroboam.  Dost says Lord the god 

of Israel.  Because I exalted you from among the people and made you leader 
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over my people in Israel and tore the kingdom away from the house of David to 

give it to you.  Yet you’ve not been like my servant, David.  David is the good 

king.  He’s the stellar example who kept my commandments and followed me 

with all his heart, doing only that which was right in my sight.  But you’ve done 

evil among all those who are for you and have gone and made yourself other 

gods and cast images provoking me to anger.  And you have thrust me behind 

your back.  Again, it is God and the law of God that’s been placed behind the 

king.  The king is ignoring God and the law of God.  Therefore, I will bring evil 

upon the house of Jeroboam.  I will cut off from Jeroboam every male, both 

bond and free in Israel, and will consume the house of Jeroboam just as one 

burns up dung until it’s all gone.  Anyone belonging to Jeroboam who dies in the 

city, the dogs shall eat.  Anyone who dies in the open country, the birds of the 

air shall eat.  The Lord has spoken.   

Not a good ending or a good judgment upon this king.  

 If we move to verses 15 and 16 in First Kings, chapter 14.  “The Lord shall strike 

Israel as a reed is shaken in the water.  He will root up Israel out of its good land that 

he gave to their ancestors and scatter them beyond the Euphrates.”  It’s a prophecy 

talking about what’s going to happen when the Assyrians come and destroy the nation 

in 722.  Again, the Deuteronomistic historian writing in the time of Josiah has seen this.  

They know it’s gonna happen.  And they’re writing this in such a way — they’re telling 

this history in such a way as to emphasize and to explain why did that happen?  

Because of the sins of Jeroboam.  And what’s available to the refugees from the north?  
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What’s available to them is an obedient king in Josiah.  “Because they have made their 

secular poles, provoking the Lord to anger, He will give Israel up because of the sins of 

Jeroboam which he sinned and which he caused Israel to commit.” 

 The foundation of this theme of disobedience is Jeroboam and Jeroboam’s 

disobedience, and this got the nation off to the wrong step from the very beginning.  

This then doomed the nation.. 

 Stage two is what I’m calling expansion.  It moves on to — and I just want to 

pick out a couple of examples to show how this theme continues on.  In First Kings 16, 

1 through 4: The word of the Lord came to Jehu the son of Hanani against Baasha 

saying, “Since I exalted you out of the dust and made you leader over my people Israel, 

and you have walked in the way of Jeroboam and have caused my people of Israel to 

sin, provoking me to anger with their sins.  Therefore, I will consume Baasha and his 

house and I will make your house like the house of Jeroboam, the son of Nebat.  

Anyone belonging to Baasha who dies in the city, the dogs shall eat anyone who dies in 

the field.  The birds of the air shall eat — these are all phrases we’ve heard before.  

And they’re phrases that link Baasha with Jeroboam and say that he committed this 

same sin, he’s gonna suffer the same fate.  Israel is a nation of disobedience.  They’re 

a nation doomed to death.  Again, it goes back again to the statement in Deuteronomy 

30, 15 through 20.  If you choose obedience, you’ll live.  If you choose disobedience, 

you’ll die. 

 First Kings 21, 12 through 24.  This is the story of Ahab and Naboth in Naboth’s 

garden.  And there’s a judgment there.  Again, instead of reading all this, Elija comes 
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and he judges Ahab for creating these two false witnesses against Naboth, stealing his 

land, stealing his property.  And again, you have a picture in which there is a judgment 

on Ahab.  And what actually does happen is that Jezebel, his wife, Ahab’s wife, foreign 

wife, who incites him to take Naboth’s property, falls and she dies and the dogs are 

literally pictured as coming up and lapping up her blood, and the birds carry her away.  

An ignominious death. 

 Second Kings 17 is the culmination of this theme of disobedience, and this is a 

long tirade, you might say, or a speech in the Deuteronomistic history evaluating all the 

sins of the northern kingdom, how they all go back to Jeroboam, and this is their 

explanation, the Deuteronomistic historians’ explanation, for why Assyria carried the 

northern kingdom off to exile.  And in 21:23, “When god had torn Israel from the house 

of David, they made Jeroboam, son of Nebat, king.  Jeroboam drove Israel from 

following the Lord and made them commit a great sin.  The people of Israel continued 

in all the sins that Jeroboam committed.  They did not depart from them because they 

had bad kings until the Lord removed Israel out of his sight as he had foretold to all of 

his servants, the prophets.  So Israel was exiled from their own land to Assyria until this 

day. 

 How do you explain what happened to the northern kingdom?  Because of the 

sin of Jeroboam.  Now, contrast that with passages in the first edition that talk about 

obedience.  And this is a theme of obedience and Josiah is the good and faithful king 

who is even greater than the prototype, David.  Again, what did he do right?  Well, 

there are Deuteronomistic laws that deal with this.  Again, he didn’t make images in the 
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temple and he set up worship in Jerusalem. 

 And you’re gonna see that, yes, in the south and in their history they too sinned.  

But why weren’t they carried off into exile?  It was for the sake of David and it is what 

David did.  And so at the very beginning there’s also a three-stage development of this 

theme of obedience that I want to focus in on: a stage of foundation, a stage of 

expansion, and a stage of culmination.  But what I want to focus in on is the foundation.  

Here you see David, the prototype, the first king for this united kingdom, and the one 

that the Deuteronomists revere, and they hold him up as an example.  And what did he 

do right?  Well, in Second Samuel 7, you see David wanting to set up a worship center, 

a temple.  Build a temple in Jerusalem.  And if you go back to Deuteronomy 12:5, 

that’s the right thing to do. 

 And so in verses 12 and all the way — this is Second Samuel 7, 12 through 16.  

“When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your ancestors, I will raise up your 

offspring after you” — he’s gonna have a dynasty — “who shall come forth from your 

body and I will establish his kingdom and he shall build a house for my name” — it’s 

gonna be a temple in Jerusalem — “and I will establish the throne of his kingdom 

forever.  I will be a father to him and he shall be a son to me, and when he commits 

inequity I will punish him with a rod such as mortals use with blows inflicted by human 

beings.”  In other words, it’s gonna hurt but it’s not death because the kingdom will last 

forever.  The dynasty will go on forever. 

 “But I will not take my steadfast love from your descendants as I took it from Saul 

and put away from before you.  Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure 
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forever before me and your throne shall be established forever.”  And so the 

Deuteronomists are saying and promising that there’s gonna be an eternal dynasty for 

David because of what he did.  What he did was he put the temple — centralized 

worship in Jerusalem.  And the centralization of worship is seen in Second Samuel, 6 

through 7.   

 And then you read about, however, that David didn’t do everything exactly right 

and this is seen in Second Samuel 11, 1 through chapter 12, and Second Samuel 12 

through 25.  And what he didn’t do exactly right, what he wasn’t perfect in, was in 

regard to Bathsheba.  And the story is that when he should’ve been out fighting wars 

and establishing his kingdom, he sent other people to do that duty.  He stayed in 

Jerusalem.  He saw Bathsheba bathing one night and he coveted her, and broke one 

of the laws.  Because he took her as a wife and then he learned — well, she was 

married to Uriah.  Uriah happened to be a Hittite, though.  He happened to be a 

foreigner.  So David was able to manipulate the situation in such a way that Uriah was 

put at the very front of the battle.  He had a millstone fall upon him, he was killed, and 

therefore she was free to marry David. 

 He was punished for this.  Nathan comes in and he tells a story.  He said 

basically there was once a man who had a wonderful sheep and the sheep was stolen 

away.  And David was incensed.  “Well, who would steal a wonderful sheep like that 

from this poor man?  It was his most beloved sheep.  How could anybody do that?”  

And Nathan turns around and says, “You are the man because you stole Bathsheba 

from Uriah.”  And David said, “Oh, you’re right.”  Bathsheba’s son dies so that there is 
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punishment.  However, he doesn’t lose the kingdom.  Eventually Solomon is born to 

Bathsheba and it’s through Bathsheba that the dynasty continues. 

 Now, you have an expansion of this theme of basically obedience.  Let’s look at 

Solomon, though.  And in First Kings 11, 1 through 9, we hear an evaluation of 

Solomon as king.  Was he a great king according to the eyes of the Deuteronomists?  

Not really.  Solomon loved many foreign women along with the daughter of Pharaoh, 

Mobi, etc., etc., etc., from the nations concerning which the Lord had said to Israelites, 

“You shall not enter into marriage with them, neither shall they with you.  For they will 

surely incline your heart to follow their gods.”  And Solomon clung to these in love, and 

it goes on and talks about his wives.  It talks about his chariots.  It talks about his 

horses, etc., etc., etc.  And then the Lord was angry with Solomon because his heart 

had turned away from the Lord, the God of Israel, who appeared to him twice and had 

commanded him, etc., etc., etc. 

 And so there’s a judgment placed upon Solomon and the judgement is placed 

upon him because of these sins.  You want to think back to Deuteronomistic law in 

Deuteronomy 17, 14 through 20.  Go back and read that.  A lot of what Solomon did 

here in chapter 11 is condemned in Deuteronomy 17. 

 And then in Deuteronomy 11 through 13 comes the judgment.  “Therefore, since 

this has been in your mind and you’ve not kept my covenant, my statues, I will surely 

tear the kingdom from you and give it to your servant.  For the sake of your father 

David, I will not do it in your lifetime.  I will tear it out of the hand of your son, 

Rehoboam.  And I will not, however, tear the entire kingdom, but I will give one tribe to 
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your son, Rehoboam, for the sake of my servant David and for the sake of Jerusalem 

which I have chosen.” 

 And so the picture is that -- this theme of obedience.  David was obedient, he 

was a good king.  He didn’t do everything quite right, but he was good enough, 

particularly in aspects of going to the temple, placing it in Jerusalem and proper 

worship. 

 Solomon wasn’t so good but the nation was preserved for the sake of David 

despite what Solomon did.  Compare that to what happened with the northern kingdom.  

The northern kingdom was ripped out because of what Jeroboam did.  Jeroboam got it 

off to a poor start. 

 And then this theme is expanded and you will see repeatedly through various 

kings as they’re evaluated in the southern kingdom, in Judah, southern king, they’re 

evaluated and they say, “Well, you built high places.  You were disobedient.  You 

weren’t a good king.  But for the sake of your son David, I won’t rip the kingdom out of 

your hand.” 

 And I want to just point out here a couple of kings, Abijam in First Kings 15, 1 

through 5.  Take a look at these passages and see where this phraseology comes in.  

And Jehoram in Second Kings 8, 16 through 19.  They’re condemned but we’re not 

going to rip out the kingdom because of the sake of my servant, David.  There’s this 

culmination that shows up, a stage 3 of this theme of obedience, that shows up in 

Second Kings, 22 through 2.  And in Second Kings, in this portion we come to the time 

of Josiah, for Josiah and Josiah as the great king. 
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 Josiah — and I’m reading from 22 — Second Kings 22, 1.  “Josiah was eight 

years old when he began to reign and he reigned 31 years in Jerusalem.  His mother’s 

name was Jedidah, daughter of Adaiah of Boscath.  And he did what was right in the 

sight of the Lord and walked in all the way of his father David.  He did not turn aside to 

the right or to the left.” 

 And then in 23, 24 and 25, “Moreover, Josiah put away the mediums, the 

wizards, the terraphin, the idols, and all the abominations that were seen in the land of 

Judah and in Jerusalem so that he established the words of the law that were written in 

the book, the book of Deuteronomy, that the priest, Hilkiah, had found in the house of 

the Lord.  Before him there was no king like him who turned to the Lord with all his 

heart”  -- and that includes David — “with all his soul and with all his might according to 

all the law of Moses.  Nor did any like him arise afterwards.” 

 So who was the grand obedient king?  It was Josiah.  And what time is this 

history being written?  During Josiah’s time.  What is this history trying to accomplish?  

Josiah is the good obedient king who will lead to life and prosperity and protection 

because of his obedience.  And this is the message that goes out to those refugees 

from the north who are saying — who are coming down to essentially a foreign country 

and to the citizens of the south who are saying, “Wait a minute.  What’s going on here 

with all these refugees from the north?”  He’s uniting this nation underneath his 

personality. 

 I wanted to look real quickly at the second edition of the Deuteronomistic history.  

It needed to be updated again because Josiah was killed in the battle at Megiddo in 609 
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and the nation went off into exile in 587.  And so a book that was saying Josiah is the 

great king and is gonna lead us toward success and prosperity and protection doesn’t 

work.  They needed to update it.  And still the Deuteronomists — they had a message 

and they had a belief that was based on Deuteronomistic law, the book of 

Deuteronomy.  And they thought it was still valid but they still needed to explain why in 

the world did this happen. 

 The second edition is — and how they updated this book is their explanation for 

that.  This explanation rests upon the figure of Manasseh.  And the critical phrase here 

is all the provocations with which Manasseh had provoked Yahweh.  What did 

Manasseh do that was wrong?  Well, if you look in chapter 21 — and again, Manasseh 

ruled ahead of or before Josiah, so they’re going back and they’re looking a little bit 

further back in history and saying, “Who’s the bad king that set everything off that we 

missed the first time when we put this stuff together?”  It was Manasseh. 

 When you look at Second Kings 21, 3 through 15, you see Manasseh’s sin.  

“Manasseh did what was evil in the sight of the Lord following the abominable practices 

of the nations that the Lord drove out before the people of Israel, for he rebuilt the high 

places that his father Hezekiah had destroyed and erected all the altars.  And he made 

a sacred pole as King Ahab of Israel had done, worshiping all the hosts of heaven and 

served them.  He built altars — and it goes on and on and on, and talks about what a 

horrible thing that he did. 

 And then the result of Manasseh’s sin is seen in chapter 23, 26 through 27.  

“Still the Lord did not turn away his fierceness of his great wrath by which his anger had 
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kindled against Judah because of all the provocation with which Manasseh had 

provoked him.  The Lord said, ‘I will remove Judah also out of my sight as I have 

removed Israel and I will reject this city that I have chosen, Jerusalem, and the house of 

which I said my name shall be there.’” 

 And notice that 26 and 27 come right after this great praise, 24 and 25, of Josiah.  

And so you have historians looking at — biblical scholars today, modern scholars — 

looking at verse 24 and 25 and saying, “There wasn’t a king greater than Josiah and 

there’s gonna be this great success,” etc., etc., etc.  And then they come to 26 and it 

says, “However, despite that fact, the nation is going to be destroyed because of the sin 

of Manasseh.”  And they’re saying how do these two passages come to be, one up 

against the other?  And they’re saying there was — and the theory is and the way the 

biblical scholars understand it is that there was a first edition to the history based upon 

Deuteronomistic law, written at the time of Josiah, aggrandizing Josiah and optimistic 

about what his kingdom is gonna bring. 

 It didn’t turn out that way.  And so then they have to reevaluate.  And they go 

back and they don’t do extensive editing and they don’t write an extensive history.  

They don’t start from scratch.  But they reevaluate and they say, “The reason things 

failed was because of Manasseh and his son.  And he committed the same kinds of 

sins that Jeroboam sinner and that he committed.” 

 That is how, in broad strokes, historians understand the Deuteronomistic history.  

Again, it’s history that looks at the events of Israel and Judah, evaluates them on the 

basis of the Book of Deuteronomy, and has a certain ideological religious perspective.  
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And evaluates these things from that perspective.  And that’s what the Deuteronomistic 

history is and hopefully that’s what our very quick romp through and outline of the 

Deuteronomistic history was able to convey. 

 Again, thank you for your time and we will pick up next time with lessons on 

archaeology.  Thank you. 

  


