
Lecture 24
Okay we’re going to review from Wednesday. Here’s what you should have down. You
should have parentage and just a little bit on ancestrage for Heracles, but especially
parentage and the little mix-up that he gets to be born from a mortal woman. Yet he has a
father who is mortal. Then where should we go from there? We should go from where
Hera intervenes. So we have Hera’s influence. What is the first thing she does to influence
things? No, snakes are the second thing. Eurystheus, because he’s born before Heracles,
he becomes king at big old Mycenae, an important city. What does the snake thing show?
Two things it shows. It shows first of all Heracles’s on-going associations with animals.
He is sometimes called a beast master. It also identifies him as a demigod. Do you know
what a demigod is? Demi means half, half god. Who else do you know that is a demigod?
In the Christian tradition, Jesus is a demigod. Mortal mother, immortal father. Demigod.
What happens next that is important?
Okay, we have homicidal tendencies exhibited, the music teacher, Linus killed. Homicidal.
What does that say to you? It should say to you that this type of person is what’s
called—I don’t know how to degenderize this—everyperson. Everyman is the usual term.
That is he is to represent us. So if he has homicidal tendencies. Guess what? We have
homicidal tendencies. We have to deal with those. Another way to put it is he’s
animalistic. This is how animals function. There aren’t laws in the animal kingdom. If you
want to kill someone and can kill something, you go ahead and do it. Okay next. Yes it is
the pattern that occurs after he does things wrong. So atonement is a good word for it. It
takes the form of what? He kills a lion, but what’s the effect. It benefits humankind, as
well as himself. Then, stuck in here right about this time, he shows another human
characteristic. The 50 daughters of Thespius, which shows his sexual nature if you like.
Guess what? He’s got it. We’ve got it. In one form or another, whatever gender you are, it
comes out, somehow. What would be next, do you think? He also, in here, does
something to benefit the city of Thebes and is married. The next thing of real note is he
kills his family.
He kills his wife and children. It is Hera, again, exerting her influence. He goes into the
pattern, again. You do something wrong, atone. What is he going to do to atone for this
one? Yeah this is where the Twelve Labors come in. How come there are twelve? Yeah, it
seems to be an arbitrary. That is, he’s done many more than twelve things that are
notable, but, at one point, someone…actually the first that we know that it becomes
twelve instead of 14 or 28 is there’s a temple that has twelve spaces called medipedes for
sculptor. The particular designer of the temple put the labors up there. So now we have
Twelve Labors. Yes. Symbolic of? That is the meaning of Heracles. In general it is the
conquering of the beast in us. Civilization prevails over the animal. That is what he is all
about basically. So Twelve Labors are imposed. At that point we begin talking about the
labors. We got through five. So let’s, quickly, go through the rest of them. Then I’m going



to show you slides on all of this stuff that we’ve talked about, most of it, if not all of it.
One through five we have done.
Six is Stymphalian birds. Sometimes they are said to be man-eaters. Sometimes they are
just a nuisance, noisy and dirty. The first six occur in that lower part of Greece called the
Peloponnesus. The Peloponnesus is right here. You’ll see this in the slides as a nice map.
They are all in what you would call Greece today, the first six, and all of them, directly or
indirectly, involve what? Yes, animals. So here is the beast master doing his thing. Even
the stable was somewhat involve animals. Seven, eight, and nine are similar. Ten, eleven,
and twelve have something in common. These occur outside of Greece. Yet they are
places you could get to, anybody can get to. So we have for seven, eight, and nine.
First is the Cretan bull. This bull comes from Crete and is the father of the minotaur. Do
you know this story? Minos’s wife conceives a passion for a bull. The court crafts
person fixes it up so that she can have intercourse with the bull. The minotaur is born. I
think you will do Minos in here. You will hear more about this one. Now the bull is let
loose and it’s terrorizing. Little Hercules comes to the rescue, again.
Okay the next one is the Horses of Diomedes. These are flesh-eating horses. Heracles
kills Diomedes and feeds Diomedes's corpse to the horses. That changes their ways after
that. They become regular horses, or they eat regular things.
Then he goes after the Girdle of Hippolyta. This is not a girdle as in Playtex. This is
as—you ever see any of the belts that heavyweight fighters wear as titles, to indicate that
they are the title winners? Big, wide things. That’s the kind of thing that he is getting. To
take that off is to say that you are undressing for intercourse. For this person to do that is
quite remarkable. Why is that? Who is Hippolyta? She’s queen of the Amazon. The
Amazons are female warriors. That’s unusual in itself. They are also either kill or sell
their male children into slavery. They just keep the females. So for him to do that is,
indeed, remarkable. He gets the girdle from her. He gets if from her peacefully at first.
Then Hera intervenes and causes strife. Then Heracles kills her. But he doesn’t have to
kill her to get it at first. It is Hera that causes that problem.
Okay now we’re going to leave the real world all together. All of these labors involve a
katabasis. Has Prof. Hughes run that term past you? In a katabasis you are going to the
underworld, literally. But the main thing is you’re facing or overcoming death. He’s been
doing that all along because every deed—almost every deed anyhow—involves some kind
of life threatening force, except for the Augean Stables, which is sort of the odd labor. So
number ten takes him to the far west. If you want to talk about the underworld in ancient
Greek times you could locate it either down, like we do with hell, or in the far west,
where the sun sets. Death. You can’t get to either place unless you die. To go there before
hand means that you, indeed, are going on a katabasis. So he goes to the far west. Then he
has to go through a few things to get there. He has to get the help of the sun god, for
example. He accomplishes that.



The next one is the Apples of Hesperides. Again it is in the far west. You can’t get there
from here. He takes the apples from what is called the Tree of Life. To do that he must
kill the dragon that’s guarding the tree. Ladon, I think, is the dragon’s name. The apples
themselves represent immortality. So he’s able to pull that one off and signify again that
he’s going to conquer death. The last one and the hardest one, so he says, is Cerberus.
Cerberus is the three-headed dog. He guards the gates of the underworld. He’ll let you in
easily enough, but try getting back out.
Okay, will you be able to take notes when I’m showing slides, I wonder? It is probably
going to be quite dark. We’re going to try that because, as we go through I’m going to talk
about; you’re going to see slides on these major labors. There are also side deeds that are
called parerga. Think, like, paralegal. Not quite, but close. Things that he’s doing along
the way while he’s doing the major things, the things that become the canonical labors.
Well, we’ll give it a shot and see what happens. We’ll see how this goes. Could someone
get the lights please? So we’ll start off with the family tree. So we are starting with Zeus,
and yet we have Zeus again. So he is both Heracles’s father and what? He is his great-
grandfather, too. Here is mother and where is Amphitryon? Here he is. So these two
become the parent and foster parent of Heracles. Heracles’s brother is Iphicles. Iphicles’s
son, Iolaüs, is the person who becomes Heracles’s helper or squire. If you have seen the
TV version of this, you will see Iolaüs is an English actor who is in there often times and
helps him. Here is the person who becomes the king of Mycenae, the wimpy cousin that
Heracles has to serve.
This is the site of Thebes, which is where Heracles family has to go. They were originally
down here in this area, but you remember when Amphitryon kills Electryon, they have to
go over to Thebes into exile.
Who do you think this one is? There is nothing to distinguishing about it. This is
Heracles’s mother. So in the Christian tradition this would be the Virgin Mary, an
important character in the tradition. She is supposed to be showing her puzzlement, or
the fact that she’s become the mother of Heracles. Zeus has tricked her. Can I ask a
question? Sure. Her hand is gone. Do they have any idea what it was holding? Yes, what
they do is they look at other statues and they sometimes reconstruct and they’ll give her
a certain posture. Other than that—or if there’s somehow a rendering of it when it was
still intact. If not, you are on your own. I guess that slide is in there twice.
Anyhow, here we’re going to jump to the, which incidence is this? This is a Roman wall
painting, a fresco. So where is the other one? Where is Iphicles? Sometimes they will have
the other child in there, in contrast, doing what a normal child would do, crying or
cringing. Here is Hercules doing his first remarkable deed.
Okay, the next remarkable thing is Hercules doing what? He is about to kill Linus. He has
the musical instruments. He’s about to plant it on his head. So Heracles is about to kill
Linus, showing homicidal tendencies.



Here he is full grown. I think this statue is oversized. It is probably between 8 and 10
foot tall, I think. So you see, of course, how powerful he is. Here is the lion’s skin. Here’s
his club. Normally he wears the lion’s skin. You will see that before too long. Does size
still command respect today. You bet it does. Physical size still gets lots of respect.
Here he is shooting. He has the bow that doesn’t miss. I told you about that. Whatever it
is aimed at it hits. Here he’s got the lion skin on. You can see it. The lion’s upper jaw is
on top of his head.
This is intended to show you that he’s not an unfeeling brute. You can see? Supposedly
this shows compassion. This is the head of Hercules. He’s characterized by having
friends and taking time out for that side of life. He just doesn’t go around destroying
things. Does that do it for you? Do you see that in this face? After all, it is an
interpretation. Thoughtful, well even that is something, wouldn’t you say, for an Arnold
Schwartzeneggar type guy? To even show that much is unusual. Originally, Heracles
starts out as the big brute. He’s remarkable because he is so big and strong. But eventually
he takes on other qualities such as intelligence. He starts to use his head, instead of just
his body. He does show himself to be humane many times in his life.
I think he’s drunk here. That is what the artist is trying to portray. You are given this sort
of shot from above that makes it that much more effective. So he’s given to doing
remarkable things. He works hard, but he also plays hard. So when he does indulge, he
indulges to excess. Bigger than life.
This is called the choice of Heracles. Supposedly, when he reached 18 or there about, he
was presented with a choice. He could make his choice because he was so big and
powerful. He could do what he wanted to with his life. So the choice is between what? He
could have either one type of life or the other. What are the two choices here? This is like
the temptation of Christ in the desert sort of thing. Yeah, okay. So one woman is
supposed to represent the sensual delights and vice in general. The other woman is
supposed to represent the straight and narrow. Virtue. Do good throughout your life. Can
you tell which is which? Which one do you think he has chosen? That should tell you.
Yeah, it looks like he’s chosen the one who has any kind of clothes on at all. In my
opinion, the artist did not do the best job here in rendering the two. You will see another
version of this. This is supposed to be virtue here. This is the straight and narrow. She’s
on the right side. He’s also got her by the hand, too. The other one is trying to make her
claim.
Here it is again. Now you can tell the difference easily, right? Which one is pleasure and
vice? Over here you can tell by the way she is clothed, if nothing else. Virtue, the virtuous
way. Who is the guy down in the corner? I’m not sure. See, he looks like he’s holding a
book, so he’s recording the event. This came late in the tradition. This is not classical.
That is the whole choice of Heracles, was something that was added onto the story
afterwards. I could possibly find out but I don’t now off hand.



Here is the location of the three places that are associated with Heracles. So here’s Argos
and Mycenae down here. This is the Peloponnesus. Here is Thebes, where his family
goes. This last place is where he dies, Trachis it is called.
Any ideas? Yes, he’s killing his family at this point. There’s a play that survived on this
topic by Euripides. The description of what he does and how he does it is horrifying.
How the children try to say, “Dad, father, it’s me. It’s me,” but they are not successful.
No he’s dressed so weird, usually because of the animal skin, but he is dressed weird. I
give you that. Weirder than he would be normally. I’ll see if I can tell what period this
came from. It is probably the divinities looking on. He’s got a helmet on, but it’s a lot
more ornate than it would normally be. This kind of looks eastern, so it could be where it
came from. The artist has changed the style of the normal dress.
Here he is with his lion skin on and he’s going to get some wine. This person is his helper
throughout his labors. You’ve had her already. Remember her? Who is the only female
divinity that wears armor? Yeah, this is Athena. She’s got her owl. She’s got the aegis
here with the snakes around it. She’s carrying a spear. She’s taking off her helmet. So she
helps him with his labors. I see Heracles has a tail. If that doesn’t make the point that
he’s bestial. Yeah, it’s the lion’s skin.
Okay, here is the location for the first six labors. They are all done in Peloponnesus. So
the Nemean Lion, Hydra, Ceryneian Hind, the Eurymanthian Boar, the Stables and then
the Birds. Here is the Nemean Lion. He can’t use his bow and arrow on it, so wrestling it.
Again, the Nemean lion. It could be Iolaüs beside him. Athena is on the right. You can just
make her out. This is Heracles trying to hang the drapes. Or what’s going on here? This is
the hydra. Now he is wearing the lion skin.
The hydra again, this, of course, is not ancient Greek.
And the hydra again. Iolaüs should be around here. No, he doesn’t die yet. He is killed
later on, but not at this particular labor. These could be the hydra’s victims, because there
are a few bodies down there. It just indicates how dangerous it is.
This is what happens to the crab that is accompanying the hydra. It’s made into a
constellation, so that’s what this is pointing to.
This is what? This is the Ceryneian Hind, the stag.
Number four, this is the boar.
Here he is showing the boar to Eurystheus. Can you see Eurystheus? That is the king of
Mycenae. It is pretty hard to base anything, historically, when you talk about Heracles.
Athena is on the right and probably Iolaüs is on the left there.
Yeah, this is a vase painting so things turn out differently that you would expect them to
in sculptor and painting. Things get stylized is what I’m trying to say.
Okay, this is a parerga, this is between labors. He stops off to have a drink with the
centaurs. He has got strong associations with centaurs. Why would that be, do you think?
Yeah. They’re half animal. It turns out that they pop open a cast of wine. The other
centaurs smell it and come running and a fight ensues. Heracles’s host is killed. He is



scratched by one of the arrows. This is probably Chiron, the one that gets killed. He’s a
good centaur.
This is Heracles doing the deed on someone. Athena is helping, mentoring.
This is the sight of Olympia, that is where the Olympic games were originally founded.
This is after he cleans the Aegean Stables. He’s supposed to be paid. Augeas refuses to
pay him. So he comes back later. He kills the king and puts his sons in his place. To
celebrate his victory, he established the Olympian games. The fact is, he was supposed to
have built or laid out the stadium himself. So this is where the running kind of events that
you can do inside a stadium like running and chariot racing. This is longer than it appears.
It looks foreshortened. So the entryway into the stadium.
Heracles with the number six. He is supposed to get them out of the area. He does it by
scaring them with a bronze rattle and then shooting them so that they leave the area. They
are a nuisance, or as I said they eat human flesh, too. Thought? Oh, that’s the first time
I’ve heard that one. Interesting. So if you shoot them when they first appear... An
unthinking hero, okay.
Here they have been humanized a bit. These are the Stymphalian birds again. How do you
like this Heracles? This looks, I was going to say German. Looks like something an
eighteenth century German would do.
Okay, here are the rest of the labors. So seven is Cretan Bull. Then eight is the Horses of
Diomedes. We’ll go through them here. So first is the Cretan Bull, which he captures and
brings back to Eurystheus. Here he is driving it back.
These are the Mares of Diomedes. Can you find Diomedes there? He is underneath.
Again these are the Horses of Diomedes.
This is a parerga. On his way to the Horses of Diomedes, he stops off at a friend’s house.
The friend’s name is Alcestis. Alcestis is destined to die young. He is befriended Apollo.
So Apollo gets the fates drunk and convinces them to allow someone to die in Alcester’s
place. He asks everybody. His wife is the only one that will do it for him. So she does.
She goes into the underworld. Heracles finds out about it and he goes down into the
underworld, wrestles with death and brings her back. Admetus is the male; Alcestis is the
female. This is Admetus and this is Alcestis being brought back from the underworld.
Here is death himself with snakes and fire. This is not an ancient Greek rendering. That is
not how they conceived the underworld. So again he’s the type of guy that can overcome
death.
Any ideas here? Yeah, it looks like he’s doing the thing on Hippolyta.
And again, I think. No, I think not. That’s not a female. Are there any ideas on this one?
Let’s see what is next. Maybe that will help. This is a parerga. You know about the
Trojan War. The Greeks finally win that. Well, that’s the second time that the Greeks
have defeated Troy. The first time, it was Heracles that did it. He stops off to help out
the king of Troy, then. His name is Laomedon. Laomedon had the gods put up the walls
of Troy. That is why they are invincible. He’s refused them payment, so Poseidon, who



is one of the people that put up the walls sends this sea monster. Laomedon must
sacrifice his daughter to it. Heracles appears in the nick of time. He rescues the daughter.
In repayment, he’s supposed to be given her hand. Laomedon reneges. He doesn’t pay
up. So Heracles, some years later, returns with an army and sacks Troy, kills Laomedon.
Well, he marries her off to a relation of his. He doesn’t take her himself.
Here he is on his way to get the Cattle of Geryon. He’s got to use this cup the sun god
uses to get from the west back to the east to get over the ocean. So he borrows the cup, a
little boat type thing. Here he is fighting Geryon who is triple-bodied, three heads.
Geryon has a shepherd and a dog. There is the dog. It has already been done in. On his
way back he sets up the pillars of Heracles. They are thought to be the Straits of
Gibraltar. This is to mark where he’s been. So he’s out here somewhere and comes back
into the area through the straight.
Another parerga. He fights this is probably Cycnus, the son of Ares. He also wounds
Ares himself. He is able to wound an Olympian god. This is on his way back.
Are there any ideas on this one? Yeah, this is the dragon he has to fight to get the Apples
of Hesperides. So this is Ladon.
Again, the tree of life with the golden Apples and the Hesperides are the divinities who
are responsible for tending it. In some versions he goes and in other versions he persuades
or he has Atlas go get it for him. Again this is the tree of life, the Apples of Hesperides,
and Heracles sitting on his lion skin this time.
This is the other version. This is Atlas. Heracles is supposed to let Atlas go get the
apples. He has to hold up the sky while he is gone. Atlas comes back. He doesn’t want to
take the sky back, but Heracles tricks him. He tells him, “All right, I’ll take the sky, but
you take the apples all the way back to Eurystheus. But just let me adjust the pillow.”
He uses his brains.
He has a wrestling match with a guy named Antaeus. If Antaeus hits the ground, since
one of his parents was Gaia, he regains his strength. So Heracles eventually has to hold
him up in the air and throttle him, which he is doing here, to kill him.
And, again, Heracles and Antaeus.
Let’s see. That looks like the location of the Mares of Diomedes, but I don’t know what
it’s doing here. Let’s see what’s going on next.
Omphale? No this is something else going on here. We’ll go on a bit.
Okay, Cerberus here. Let’s see what this was. It must be a parerga. This is what I want
you to see though. Here is Cerberus. You can see two heads, anyhow, or can you see
three? This is one rendering of it. So Heracles is in the underworld.
Back on earth showing the guardian dog to Eurystheus, who is back in his storage jar. The
dog is supposed to have snakes on it, too, as well as having three heads. No, the
agreement is he’s permitted to, if he can wrestle it and overcome it, then he can take it out
of the underworld, show it to Eurystheus, but he has to return it. That is the agreement
with Hades that he has.



I want to get to his death because we’re getting close to being out of time here.
So this is another parerga, I think. Let me get beyond.
These are the Cercopes. Another parerga. Try to get to the death scene.
This is one of his lovers. This is Hylas, who on the way to the quest of the Golden
Fleece, they stop off at an island, as Hylas is kidnapped by these nymphs. Heracles
stays behind to try to find him. He does not go after the Golden Fleece.
Okay, here he is wrestling the river god. Achelous is his name. This is to get the hand of
his second wife, Deianira, who is responsible, indirectly, for his death. So he first
wrestles the river god. He does get Deianira as his wife. As he’s bringing her to their new
home, they have to cross a river. This is Heracles. How do you like this one? Prof.
Hughes would like this one. He allows this centaur whose name is Nessus to ferry his
wife across the river. When the centaur gets her on the other side, he makes a pass at her.
He tried to rape her. She starts screaming and Heracles shoots Nessus. Before he can get
over to them, Nessus tells Deianira, “Take my blood. Keep it. It is a love potion. If ever
you fear that you are losing Heracles’s love, use it on him and you’ll regain his love.”
They have two children. Hylas is one of them and they have a daughter, Mecaria.
This is Deianira and Heracles. Deianira now has the centaur, Nessus’s blood as a love
potion.
Okay again Heracles and Deianira are doing real well. This is Heracles and Apollo fighting.
He’s done something bad again. He’s killed someone who has come to him as a guest. So
he goes to the oracle again to ask, “What can I do to atone?” They are just sick and tired
of Heracles coming and they refuse to answer him. So he’s going to take the tripod and set
up his own oracle, because they won’t do it for him. Apollo comes down, a fight ensues,
and dad has to break it up. Zeus throws the thunderbolt between the two. Okay, I believe
I am out of time. We’re not going to get Heracles killed off. That is fitting because he gets
immortalized, anyhow. Thank you. Will someone get the lights, please?


