
REL 101 Lecture 29 1 

 Hello again and welcome to Literature and World of the Hebrew Bible.  Again, 

my name is John Strong.  This is session 29 and today we’re gonna be looking at the 

prophetic Book of Ezekiel.  Let’s talk a little bit about the background.  Again, prophetic 

books and prophecy in prophets responded to the historical events and comments on 

the historical events of their day.  They were consultants and advocates and advisors.  

They gave advice about their situation and how to respond, how they thought that the 

nation and the leaders and the authorities ought to be responding to the situation that 

they faced.  They had a support group.  Ezekiel is no different. 

 The period of time that we’re really looking at in regard to the Book of Ezekiel is 

597 B.C.E. and then also 587 or 586, kind of depending on how you figure the dates 

there, are the two critical dates.  597 was the date of the first deportation of Judeans 

and the Jerusalemites, the Jerusalem authorities and the Jerusalem royal court, to 

Babylon, to Mesopotamia.  Babylon — Judah revolted and the Judean king revolted 

against the powers of Babylon.  It didn’t work out so well for them.  And so they were 

all carted off to Babylon and that was the first deportation.  It’s important to understand 

what that deportation was.  It was the deportation of the royal court and the officials, 

the priesthood, the royal scribes, anyone who really had a major position of power and 

who was a part of the central government.  

 If you look at it from Babylon’s perspective, the royal court, the central 

administration of Judah, made the decision to revolt.  We will take that core of Judean 

society away and see if maybe that will solve the problem.  It’s sort of a stopgap 

measure and a cheaper way to see if maybe we can do it that way, and Judah will fall 

into line and they’ll be subservient, and we’ll be able to get along with them, and they’ll 

be loyal, etc., etc., etc.  We don’t have to put forth the effort and the expense of a full 

siege and destroy the place, and cart off almost everyone and that sort of thing.  That’s 

what they’re thinking. 
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 Ezekiel — and that applies to Ezekiel.  Ezekiel was a priest.  Perhaps he was in 

line to be the high priest, some people think.  I kind of think that he may have been.  I 

think that’s — there may be some evidence indicating that.  Therefore, Ezekiel was 

among those deportees, that level of authority that was deported off to Mesopotamia.  

His book — his prophecies were uttered in Mesopotamia, in Babylon or Tel-Aviv 

actually, the settlement where they settled all the Jewish deportees there not far from 

Babylon.  That’s where he uttered his prophecies. 

 So you’ve got to kind of keep in your mind he is hearing news and hearing 

reports.  Seems pretty clear from his prophecies, he still was able to hear reports about 

what was going on in Jerusalem, what kind of decisions were being made, what kind of 

issues they were wrestling with, and he was keenly in tune.  He was a political animal.  

He was keenly in tune with what those decisions were.  He had advice and opinions as 

to what ought to be done and he was not shy about expressing his advice. 

 He was loyal to, interestingly enough, Jehoiachin.  Jehoiachin was the king at 

the time of the deportation in 597.  After that Zedekiah was set up by the Babylonians 

as the king in Jerusalem.  He may have been viewed by the Babylonians more as sort 

of a provincial governor, but he carried the title of king and he made autonomous 

political decisions.  He was wrestling with whether or not to team up and — team up 

with Egypt and try and revolt against the Babylonians, and things like that.  Those were 

the kinds of issues that Ezekiel was commenting on.  Those were the kinds of 

decisions facing Zedekiah that Ezekiel was commenting on.  So that’s what prompted 

— those were the issues, the decisions, the challenges that fueled a lot of Ezekiel’s 

prophecies. 

 In 587 Zedekiah did decide to revolt.  He thought perhaps he’d get the support 

of Egypt.  Had it at first, lost it, and it turned out to be a horrible decision.  Since that — 

and I don’t know if it was inevitable or not.  I don’t know that we can make those kinds 
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of decisions from this perspective in history.  But Zedekiah made the decision to revolt 

and Babylon came in and just utterly destroyed the city, destroyed the temple, and 

carted off everyone.  

 There have been attempts to try and estimate what the population was that was 

deported, the percentage of the population that was deported.  I don’t know how 

confident we can be on putting specific numbers, but the bottom line is that the land, the 

nation, was devastated and the people that were left in the land were left in a very 

impoverished situation.  Here we are sitting in January of 2006 and, you know, Bagdad 

and Iraq are in the midst of recovering from the fall of Sadam Hussein.  We’re 

struggling — the world is struggling to put that back together and that’s probably kind of 

like what Judah faced back in 587. 

 Ezekiel himself was a priest.  Again, he was perhaps in line to be the high priest.  

Some speculate that the reference to the thirtieth year in the first chapter of the book 

actually indicates — or would actually indicate Ezekiel’s age.  Being in the thirtieth 

year, he would be in line — that would be the year of his succession as high priest and 

so he is acting from that kind of a role.  But he’s been removed from the temple, he’s 

been removed from temple service, and so he’s commenting from Tel-Aviv. 

 Some speculate — generally, scholars think that prophecy was oral.  It was an 

oral society and therefore prophecy was oral, and it was only later written down.  Some 

speculate that Ezekiel’s prophecies were written.  There’s a very famous scholar 

named Hermann Dunkel, a German scholar.  Don’t worry about getting his name down. 

That’s not all that crucial.  But he speculated that Ezekiel was the first prophet to write 

down his prophecies.  

 I think that Dunkel was probably right.  That’s a personal opinion of mine.  

Again, it’s not worth much.  But I kind of think he was probably right.  I think that the 

prophecies of Ezekiel show a kind of literary structure that could only be explained if the 
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prophecies were written.  Again, my own personal hypothesis — this is not widespread 

and so it’s not really worth a whole lot at this point — but my personal hypothesis is that 

Ezekiel wrote small tracts or small scrolls that would maybe consist of what today is a 

couple of chapters of the book.  He wrote his prophecies as tracts and they went out as 

tracts, and they circulated and then later those tracts, those small booklets, were 

collected together to make a larger work. 

 Ezekiel — again, as being a part of the central authority of the Judean royal court 

— he was a Judean prophet.  That’s been important as we’ve tried to understand these 

prophets and their context.  Ezekiel the Book.  Ezekiel the Book, the literary work, is a 

very well structured book.  Another thing that led Dunkel to believe that this work was 

written.  Ezekiel the Book, however — it’s well structured.  It follows a pretty clear 

outline.  And, to me, what that tells us is that there was a short period of editing on this 

work and that it was edited in a relatively short period of time.  Wild guess on my part, 

60 years or so.  That it only was kind of edited in the course of maybe a couple of 

generations of circles that treasured this book, and then it was pretty well fixed and that 

sort of thing. 

 We have — it’s structured in the following way.  Chapters 1 through 24 are, 

generally speaking, judgment oracles against the nation of Judah, saying you’re not 

going to withstand the Babylonian onslaught.  Go along with it because you’re doomed.  

This is the judgment of Yahweh.  Chapters 25 through 32 are oracles against foreign 

nations.  They’re oracles against Ammon, Edom, Philistia.  A large set of oracles 

against Tyre and a large set of oracles against Egypt.  Sidon is set in there a little bit 

too.  But oracles against the nations. 

 And then from Chapter 33 to the end of the book is, by and large, what people 

think of as salvation or restoration oracles.  Chapters 33 to 39 are generally narratives.  

Oh, you have the very famous chapter or vision of the valley of the dry bones that, you 
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know, people sing about.  You had a very famous vision, odd vision, of 38 through 39 

of Gog and Magog.  40 through 48 are interesting chapters.  I say interesting to biblical 

scholars.  As a young boy I thought they had to be about the most boring part of the 

entire Hebrew Bible because they are measurements of the new temple that will be 

built.  Instead of looking at architectural plans, it’s like reading them and it is so kind of 

technical and boring.  But it’s interesting because of the significance of what it means 

ideologically for Yahweh to be having a temple built.  We’ve looked at that at Baal and 

we’ll look at that at the end of this lesson. 

 The prophecy of Ezekiel is carried by his visions.  Again, as a Judean prophet 

he was a seer.  His method of obtaining his message was through visions and he saw 

amazing things.  Some so amazing that, for example, you know, you have speculation.  

“Oh, Ezekiel saw a UFO coming down.  He didn’t know how to describe it and he didn’t 

have the technological understanding to understand it, and therefore he talked about a 

wheel within a wheel, all the eyes, and things like that.” 

 Once you get a picture, though, of priestly iconography — by that I mean the 

pictures, the carvings, the depictions of the Garden of Eden, and that sort of thing that 

went on in the temple and the kind of imagery that priests worked with -- the wheel 

within the wheel is not unusual or hard to understand.  And so you have Ezekiel 

envisioning things that are familiar to him, are familiar to his priests, and would be 

familiar to the Judean royal court.  

 I think that what you see in the Book of Ezekiel is not — it sounds strange and 

unusual to us and people have a hard time understanding it.  There have been 

speculations, for example, that Ezekiel was psychotic or was manic depressive, or 

whatever.  I don’t think that’s going on at all.  I think that what Ezekiel gives us is a 

window into the inner circles of the Judean royal court, their ideology, their images, their 

symbolisms, the language in which they traveled, and you’re seeing for Judean society 
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a very sophisticated, very well educated, and very literate discussion of Judean royal 

theology.  We get a better window through Ezekiel than we do anywhere else in the 

Hebrew Bible, and that’s why Ezekiel looks so weird.  Because we just don’t get that 

kind of a picture in the other books as well as we do here in Ezekiel. 

 Well, I’m rambling on because Ezekiel is — if you can’t tell, Ezekiel is what I’ve 

spent a lot of time studying and I get really excited about Ezekiel and so I’m rambling 

on.  But Ezekiel’s visions carry his prophetic message.  In Chapters 1 through 3, we 

get Ezekiel’s call, call to be a prophet, and that’s the vision of the glory of Yahweh 

coming by the river Chebar there at Tel-Aviv.  That’s the wheel within the wheel.  But 

what it is a depiction of is the mobile hypostasis of Yahweh coming and visiting Ezekiel 

there in his encampment of deportees. 

 Then in Chapters 8 through 11 you get other visions of the abominations that 

went on in the temple that caused the deportation and then a vision of Yahweh leaving 

the temple.  And then in Chapters 40 through 48 — and we’re gonna focus in on 43 

specifically — you get a picture of the rebuilding of the temple, a new temple, and a 

temple that will — what’s gonna happen in the future.  It’s technical and we’re not 

gonna through all the technical parts of it, but it’s very interesting and ideologically 

powerful. 

 Let’s look at Ezekiel 8 and start our discussions there.  The overall picture, 

overall movement, that I want you all to be aware of in regard to Ezekiel 8 is that there 

is a picture of increasing abominations.  They are increasing in terms of what the 

people are doing, for one.  Increasing in terms of how close in location they get to the 

inner sanctuary, the holy of holies of the temple.  They start at an outer gate and then 

by the time you come to the fourth vision of the abomination, it seems to be the priests 

themselves that are standing right there between the altar and the holy of holies, and 

that’s where the final abomination takes place. 
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 There is an increase in who the participants are in these abominations.  The first 

abomination starts with sort of whoever will pass through that first gate.  And then you 

get to the elders of Israel and then you get to priestesses, and then you get to male 

priests, it would appear, who are committing the abominations.  And so there’s an 

increase that way.  So there’s a ratcheting up as you progress through this structure of 

Chapter 8. 

 Let’s look at what some of these abominations are.  It gives us a picture again of 

Ezekiel, a central authority, a priest, and what he’s concerned about and where he rests 

the sin of Judah is right there in terms of cultic abominations.  They did not take care of 

their duties and obligations in service to Yahweh and that’s why Yahweh has allowed 

the Babylonians to come in and wipe them off the holy hill, his holy mountain, and 

deport them all to Mesopotamia. 

 We start out — we’re gonna look at Chapter 8, verses 5 and 6. “‘O mortal, lift up 

your eyes now in the direction of the north.’  So I lifted up my eyes toward the north, 

and there, north of the altar gate, in the entrance, was the image of jealousy.”  This is 

some sort of — this was some sort of a stone, a Terebinth or something, that was sitting 

in the northern gate representing maybe some other kind of deity or some image of 

worship.  It may have been from those who set it up a lesser god or a god who was in 

service to Yahweh too or something.  Nevertheless, from Ezekiel’s perspective, it 

should’ve never been there. 

 And there are some images that I’d like to show you right now and these are 

images from Hazor, and these were set up outside of a Canaanite temple.  The 

Canaanite temple would’ve featured and honored the supreme god, but here were 

these other stones representing other deities that were within the cultic realm of the 

main deity.  This may have been the kind of thing that Ezekiel was envisioning and 

thinking about.  As Zedekiah was trying to make alliances or as Zedekiah was trying to 
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make political decisions that would support the nation, he set up these stones in this 

gate and brought them within the realm of Yahwehistic worship and Ezekiel thought it 

was an abomination. 

 Let me show you some other footage.  This is footage from the shrine in Arad, 

the holy of holies, and these are images actually — one would be a representation, an 

aniconic representation, meaning there’s no image but just a stone set up to represent 

Yahweh and the holy of holies in the shrine there in Arad.  We are going to be 

discussing this a few lessons down the road from here when we talk about the religions 

of ancient Israel.  But notice that there’s a second image in there and that probably 

represented Yahweh’s consort, his Asherah.  Again, this is just to give you a picture of 

these are the kinds of stones or images that Ezekiel was envisioning there in this north 

gate. 

 Returning to the text, verse 6, Yahweh said to me, Ezekiel, “‘Mortal, do you see 

what they are doing, the great abominations that the house of Israel are committing 

here, to drive me far from my sanctuary?’” Notice what the result is of this.  That these 

images are driving Yahweh from his temple.  That’s a very important point.  It’s going 

to become a — Ezekiel is going to envision Yahweh leaving the temple in Chapters 10 

through 11 where he sees that movement out of the temple.  Here he’s saying it’s 

these abominations that are driving him away.  And he says, “Yet you will see still 

greater abominations.”  Indicating that he’s gonna ratchet everything up a little bit. 

 Verses 10 through 11.  There’s a strange vision in which Ezekiel wiggles his way 

through a hole in the wall or something.  We aren’t gonna worry about that too much.  

There’s some archaeological evidence as to small doors being in walls and things that 

allow people to kind of take back doors, that sort of thing.  We’re not gonna worry about 

that too much.  “So I went in and looked and there portrayed on the wall all around me 

were all kinds of creeping things and loathsome animals and all the idols of the House 
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of Israel.  Before them stood 70 of the elders of Israel with Yazeniah, son of Shaphan 

standing among them.  And each had his sensor in his hand” — you know, an incense 

thing — “and the fragrant cloud of incense was ascending.” 

 The 70 elders is interesting.  Because if you go to Exodus 24, you see that the 

elders of Israel are gathered in a large banquet before Yahweh as the Book of Exodus 

envisions this happening.  And a covenant between Yahweh and Israel is made and 

the 70 elders of Israel represented the nation of Israel and the people of Israel in this 

covenant.  And here you have 70 elders of Israel breaking that covenant.  That’s the 

vision of Ezekiel there. 

 Then you come to 8:14.  “Then he brought me to the entrance of the north gate 

of the house of the Lord; women were sitting there” — these are probably priestesses 

— “were sitting there weeping for Tammuz,” a Mesopotamian god who dies and rises 

again.  And so there’s a ritual mourning for Tammuz to bring him back to life.  Well, 

here this Mesopotamian god is being worshiped there in the temple.  “Then he said to 

me, ‘Have you seen this, O mortal?  You will see still greater abominations than 

these.’” 

 And we come to the next one that people don’t understand.  Scholars don’t 

really know what the illusion is that they’re making, and so we won’t worry too much 

about what we don’t understand but we want to get a picture of what we can understand 

and do understand.  So in 8:16, “And he brought me into the inner court of the house of 

the Lord; there, at the entrance of the temple of the Lord, between the porch and the 

altar, were about twenty-five men, with their backs to the temple of the Lord, and their 

faces toward the east, prostrating themselves to the sun toward the east.”  They 

seemed to be worshiping the sun. 

 Here is an image of the temple and an outline of the temple.  I’ve marked there 

sort of where the text describes these 25 men to be.  To get that kind of access to the 
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temple these men, it seems, would’ve been priests.  And so you have the priesthood 

themselves.  Maybe there was an order of 25 men, a high order or something.  I think 

my speculation would be that Ezekiel knew exactly who these 25 and so would his 

readers have known exactly who these 25 men were.  At any rate, there were 25 

priests most likely with their backs to Yahweh.  Not facing the holy of holies, but facing 

the sun. 

 So that’s the kind of image or vision that Ezekiel saw and those are the 

abominations that Israel was committing.  Ezekiel saw them as being cultic in nature, 

as being a rejection of Yahweh, and therefore they were driving Yahweh away as it says 

in 8:6, driving Yahweh away from the temple. 

 Let’s turn to the next section, Ezekiel 10 through 11.  Chapter 9 is filled with a 

picture of go out and mark anyone who might be righteous out there.  There weren’t a 

whole lot of those.  Because I’m gonna wipe out everybody else and carry the dead 

bodies into the temple.  How can you carry dead bodies into the temple?  Dead bodies 

defile anything they touch.  A priest can’t even go to a funeral, you know, if he’s in 

service and that sort of thing.  How can that happen?  Well, the answer is that the 

temple no longer is holy.  There’s nothing special about it.  It’s a common ground.  

Might as well make it a grave site.  That’s what happens in Chapter 9. 

 In Chapter 10, then, you have a progression being depicted through Ezekiel’s 

vision.  “Then I looked, and above the dome that was over the heads of the cherubim” 

— the cherubim probably represent a cherubim throne, by the way — “there appeared 

above them something like a sapphire, in form resembling a throne.”  And so — and 

this seems to be there in the throne in the temple — if you remember Isaiah’s vision in 

6:1 through 5, he was in the temple.  The Lord was seated on his throne and there was 

— and he was in the temple.  So this seems to be in the temple. 

 And then if we turn to 10:4, “Then the glory of the Lord rose up from the cherub 
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to the threshold of the house.”  So it moves from the holy of holies, it would appear, to 

the threshold.  Again, we are showing you here the — an outline of the temple and just 

to show you a little bit of the movement.  And 10:4 is right there at the threshold.   

 And then we turn in 18 to 19, “Then the glory of the Lord went out from the 

threshold of the house and stopped above the cherubim.”  This is a chariot probably.  

“The cherubim lifted up their wings and rose up from the earth in my sight as they went 

out with the wheels beside them.  They stopped at the entrance of the east gate of the 

house of the Lord; and the glory of the God of Israel was above them.”  And so again, 

we’re inserting a little picture of a chart here of the temple and showing you the 

movement from the threshold to the east gate. 

 By the way, here is a picture of the east gate of the temple today.  This east gate 

is blocked up.  The Muslims today control the temple mount and it is a holy shrine for 

them.  There’s the dome with a rock on there and the Alalakh mosque on there.  As a 

symbol of their control of that space, they have blocked the east gate because Jewish 

tradition has — holds it that the messiah will come from the east and enter through the 

east gate at the temple to reclaim the temple and Israel, and to reunite and reconstitute 

the nation.  So that east gate has played a very important symbolic role throughout 

time for different religions with their different agendas. 

 11:22: “Then the cherubim lifted up” — and this is from the east gate — “lifted up 

their wings, with the wheels beside them; and the glory of the God of Israel was above 

them.  And the glory of the Lord ascended from the middle of the city, and stopped on 

the mountain east of the city.  The spirit lifted me up and brought me in a vision by the 

spirit of God into Chaldea, to the exiles.  Then the vision that I had seen left me.”  And 

so you see the glory leaving the east gate, going over the Kidron valley over to the 

metabolous.   

 It is a picture of Yahweh leaving the temple.  And when Yahweh -- from 
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Ezekiel’s ideological, theological perspective, when Yahweh leaves the temple, that 

means that the city is left without any protection.  It’s the divine king, the divine warrior, 

that protects the city.  That’s gone.  The nation is left without hope of prosperity.  It’s 

the divine king, the one who defeats chaos and brings about order, that brings about life 

and prosperity and fecundity to the land, that’s gone.  And so the nation in the temple is 

a place of destruction.  It’s a morgue.  As in Chapter 9 and as it describes, the dead 

bodies are brought into the temple.  It’s a morgue.  There’s nothing special about that 

land anymore and any connection between heaven and earth the temple in Jerusalem 

used to represent for Ezekiel.  That connection, that portal between heaven and earth.  

That portal has been closed.  And so the glory of the Lord has left the building.  That is 

the vision that Ezekiel has in 10 and 11.  It’s why the nation is defeated, is allowed to 

be defeated, and it’s all caused because of the abominations that were envisioned in 

Chapter 8. 

 Well, Ezekiel doesn’t leave his audience there.  He doesn’t leave the reader 

there.  He had visions later on in time.  One of the interesting things about the Book of 

Ezekiel that we’re not gonna get into much here is that Ezekiel dates his visions pretty 

specifically.  Those dates have significance and you can tie them to — historians have 

tied them to historical events.  The vision in Chapters 40 through 48 are dated.  In the 

twenty-fifth year of our exile.  Well, that is a significant period of time.  Not because of 

a particular historical event that went on.  But the period of — the Sabbath period 

where the land was supposed to have rest for the nation was to be a week of seven 

years.  In other words, seven times seven — forty-nine years.  The fiftieth year would 

be the year that it’s returned and therefore they’re halfway — from Ezekiel’s 

perspective, ideologically they’re halfway through the exile, at the halfway point. 

 Now is the time to start looking toward restoration, hope, making plans to rebuild.  

And so he has a vision of rebuilding the temple.  Chapters 40 through 42 are very 
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detailed.  An angel comes down and says, “Okay, let’s measure off this space.”  And 

he’s measuring it off.  Okay.  “So many cubits this way, so many cubits that way, 

there’s supposed to be a gate here, put the altar here, the temple’s gonna go there.”  

He is ordering the space to rebuild the temple.  So that twenty-fifth year would indicate 

that we’re past the halfway point.  Now let’s start thinking about rebuilding. 

 I want you to recall the significance of rebuilding — of building a temple in 

ancient Near Eastern theological thought.  In Enuma Elish, when Marduk defeated 

Tiamat and the chaos monsters and all of her army.  Then they started arguing for and 

pushing for Marduk to have a temple in Babylon, the Esagila.  And that temple was to 

be a reward and a symbol of Marduk’s kingship over the other gods and kingship over 

the world, his victory of order over chaos.  That temple, that palace, was an important 

theological statement on the part of the Babylonians for their god Marduk. 

 Baal, after he defeated Yam, the chaos monster in the Deuteritic materials.  

Anat and others started to argue for a palace for Baal and that palace was to be an 

important symbol of Baal’s kingship over chaos and his ability to bring forth prosperity, 

and his protection over the land and that temple was an important symbol.  It’s no 

different here with Ezekiel and Judean and Hebrew thought.  Yahweh is the one who 

defeats chaos.  The people committed abominations in the face of Yahweh, drove him 

from his temple because of their abominations and their poor service to him, left 

themselves there for open to defeat.  Babylon came in, did defeat the place.  There 

was a period of time where the land was allowed to lay fallow to purify it and we’re 

halfway through that.  Now’s the time to start thinking about rebuilding the temple and 

to reestablish the connection between heaven and earth, because Yahweh still is 

ultimately the one who brings forth order out of chaos, who wins that victory and 

deserves a palace, deserves a temple in Jerusalem. 

 Chapter 43, 1 through 7, is where I really want to focus our attention.  Here you 
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see a vision of the glory — coming back, remember in Chapter 11, it was left there on 

Mount of Olives.  We’ve seen the glory of Yahweh in Ezekiel 1 show up by the river 

Chebar in Mesopotamia.  It’s wandering around the earth.  But in 43, then this 

heavenly figure brought Ezekiel to the gate, the gate facing east.  Remember, it was 

the gate facing east, this eastern gate, out of which the cavode or the glory of Yahweh 

left.  Now it’s coming back. And there the glory of the God of Israel was coming from 

the east” — in Chapter 11, 10 and 11 — the glory left the temple from the east, went 

east across the Kidron valley to the Mount of Olives, and now it’s coming back from that 

direction. 

 “The sound was like the sound of mighty waters; and the earth shone with his 

glory.  The vision I saw was like the vision that I had seen when he came to destroy the 

city, and like the vision that I had seen by the river Chebar, and I fell upon my face.  As 

the glory of the Lord entered the temple by the gate facing east, the spirit lifted me up, 

and brought me into the inner court.”  And so the glory is coming from the east.  It 

comes through the east gate.  It moves into the inner court.  And again, here is a little 

bit of an outline of the temple, just showing the direction as it’s envisioned here in the 

text.  “As the glory of the Lord entered the temple by the gate facing east, the spirit 

lifted me up, and brought me into the inner court; and the glory of the Lord filled the 

temple.”  And verse 7, “He said to me: Mortal, this is the place of my throne and the 

place for the soles of my feet, where I will reside among the people of Israel forever.  

The house of Israel shall no more defile my holy name,” etc., etc., etc.   

 And if we go back and we think, for example, to the vision of Isaiah in 6, 1 

through 5, he saw Yahweh the king seated on his throne in the temple.  His hem filled 

the temple.  Ezekiel is seeing the reconstitution of that reenthronement of Yahweh here 

in 43, and that’s an important point. 

 Then in Chapter 44, 1 through 2, Ezekiel is envisioning that there’s gonna be 
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some measures in which, means by which, the abominations will not again happen to 

drive Yahweh out from his temple.  “He brought me back to the outer gate of the 

sanctuary, which faces east; and it was shut.  The Lord said to me: This gate shall 

remain shut; it shall not be opened, and no one shall enter by it; for the Lord, the God of 

Israel, has entered by it; therefore, it shall remain shut.  Only the prince” — so there’s a 

prince there.  The king has been probably reduced in stature and place in society, 

doesn’t have quite the authority he had before.  But he will be there and probably under 

the guidance of a priest will offer offerings on behalf of the people, but it will make sure 

that these offerings are not abominations but are good and pure offerings according to 

the priestly law. 

 Finally, I want to call your attention to Ezekiel 47, 1 through 12.  This is a picture 

of --- once the temple is — once Yahweh is enthroned once again in the temple, there’s 

a vision of prosperity coming to the land.  There’s a vision of a river flowing out of the 

temple and it flows down into the Kidron valley and eventually to the Dead Sea.  Along 

the way trees grow, gardens grow, and when it gets to the Dead Sea all that saltwater is 

turned into fresh water and you can start to fish in the Dead Sea.  “Then he brought me 

back to the entrance of the temple; there, water was flowing from below the threshold of 

the temple toward the east; and the water was flowing down from below the south end 

of the threshold of the temple.  The he brought me out by way of the north gate, and 

led me around . . . and the water was coming out on the south side.”  If you look at the 

geography of Jerusalem, that’s the direction it would flow. 

 “Going on eastward with a cord in his hand, the man measured one thousand 

cubits, and then led me through the water; and it was ankle-deep.  Again he measured 

one thousand, and led me through the water; and it was knee-deep.  Again he 

measured one thousand, and led me through the water; and it was up to the waist.”  

And so as they go along, the water keeps getting deeper and deeper and deeper, and 



REL 101 Lecture 29 16 

it’s going to water and bring prosperity, life, fecundity to the whole land.  That’s the 

vision that’s being visioned.  It’s a new creation and a new blessing of life because 

Yahweh is now seated in the temple.  

 That is an outline of the message of Yahweh to his people.  There are many 

details to it.  There are strange sign acts in which Ezekiel lays on his side for 40 days 

and does amazing things.  Exactly how to interpret those everyone debates.  It’s an 

interesting book.  Again, it’s a book of a brilliant, well-read, well-educated priest who 

was speaking in a very scholarly, academic way to very a very well-educated audience.  

He was carrying on a debate about how and why the deportation and destruction was 

taking place.  That’s the message that Ezekiel brought. 

 Well, we’re gonna have to leave it off this time for today.  When we come back 

next time we’re gonna be looking at the Book of Haggai, which Haggai shows up around 

520 and is instrumental in the rebuilding of the temple — the actual temple, not the 

envisioned temple of Ezekiel — the actual temple and presents a very interesting 

collection of prophecies there.  So we’ll pick it up then.  See you then. 

  


